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Name of Board or Commission:  Conservation Commission 

 

1.  Generally, and in brief, what are the three to five most important 

planning, conservation and/or development issues facing Wilton from 

your board/commission’s specific perspective, area of expertise and/or 

governance? 

a. Protect Wilton’s natural resources including creation and 

maintenance of contiguous wildlife corridors that provide habitat 

and food within a suburban environment, ensuring diversity of 

animals and plant life; protection of water purity and associated 

riparian buffers; 

i. Address loss of habitat for wildlife and pollinators; 

ii. Address storm-water runoff, recognizing the value of 

wetlands and riparian buffers to water purity and educating 

the public about the improvements realized from installation 

of rain gardens and rain barrels 

iii. Prevent introduction of fracking waste in Wilton or on its 

roads; 

iv. Restore habitat to reduce establishment of invasive species; 

v. Protect Wilton’s scenic roads and views, stone walls through 

strengthened regulations, ordinances; 

b. Educate the Wilton public on their stewardship roles and 

responsibilities as land owners; 

c. Maintain a balance of protected open space vs. developed space to 

preserve and retain those factors that contribute to Wilton’s 

character; 

i. Monitor and maintain properties with conservation 

restrictions to ensure they are serviceable and accessible; 

ii. Retain existing and encourage development of low density 

housing, focusing on housing choices in our community 

based on real needs and market pressures; 

iii. Balance conservation vs development and economic 

pressures. 

 

  



 

2. Please review the current Wilton POCD and identify action items and 

strategies that align with the mission of your Board or Commission.   

a. Preserve scenic roads and views; 

b. Minimize light and noise pollution; 

c. Assure development activities do not foreclose or degrade 

conservation opportunities (e.g., trees, protected open space, water 

quality, etc.) 

d. Continue to introduce Wilton residents to parks and to provide 

education on natural environment requirements (through Walk 

and Talks Program, Pollinator Pathway, etc.) 

e. Continue to implement collaborative programs in conjunction with 

other conservation-focused organizations (e.g., Wilton Garden 

Club, Trout Unlimited, Norwalk River Watershed Assn, Wilton Go 

Green, Norwalk River Valley Trail, Wilton Land Conservation Trust) 

and with other towns (particularly those adjacent to Wilton and 

those with similar perspectives on Conservation. 

  

  



 

3. What strategies from the current Wilton POCD has your Board or 

Commission implemented in support of a goal identified in the current 

POCD?  Are there any action items and strategies identified in the 

current POCD relevant to your group that were not implemented?  If so, 

why not? 

a. Stronger interaction on development initiatives to ensure integrity 

of land/water long-term 

i. Explore development of conservation greenways on utility 

companies’ properties 

ii. Identify unprotected open spaces in Wilton and develop 

strategic plans for them 

1. Explore the suitability of establishing a Land 

Acquisition Fund and implement 

a. Investigate establishment of greenways on 

existing utilities companies’ properties 

2. Determine a method to manage nuisance species 

b. Develop more transparency among commissions and other 

community conservation groups to integrate efforts proactively 

i. Improve relationship with Department of Public Works to 

maintain trails, reduce invasive plants, protect riparian 

buffers and prevent erosion of banks, create more 

community gardens to meet ongoing requests 

ii. Establish better interactions with Wilton Land Conservation 

Trust 

iii. Develop neighborhood ‘Friends’ groups to help care for open 

spaces, ponds in their areas 

iv. Better coordination with Board of Education, particularly on 

matters of safety and health to those using the school 

properties 

c. Strengthen role of Conservation Commission to be heard and serve 

as educational resource for Wilton 

i. Conservation Commission has interacted on light, noise 

pollution, turf, but not had a strong enough voice to make 

health concerns heard 

ii. Lack of a budget to implement educational forums limits 

ability to inform the public 

iii. Recognize ‘backyard’ accomplishments and create pathways 

to increase the participation of landowners as stewards 

d. Develop and implement process to monitor existing conservation 

restrictions on private properties on a regular basis 

e. Expand Tree Committee’s purview beyond Wilton Center and 

provide fiscal mechanisms/opportunities to protect and/or replant 



following tree removals resulting from utilities’ actions and extant 

tree diseases 

 

The following items were in the POCD in 2010 and were accomplished: 

 Maintain and preserve Town trails 

 Town clean-up 

 Hazardous waste clean-up 

 Investigate measures to reduce presence of medical waste 

 Examination and advice on P&Z and Inland Wetland referrals 

 Habitat restoration: Quarry Head Park 

 Maintain professional staff 

 Establishment and ongoing work of Tree Committee 

 Establishment and ongoing work of Deer Committee 

 Assist property owners along the Norwalk River with retrofitting 

their properties using Low Impact Development principles 

 Encourage landowners to retain storm-water (e.g., using rain 

barrels, planting rain gardens)  

 Creation of Norwalk River Valley Trail 

 Acquisition of open space (e.g., Keister Property) 

 Education of public through newsletters, walks and lectures 

The following items were not in the POCD in 2010 and were 

accomplished (/continue to be under attention): 

 Clean-up of Horseshoe Pond 

 Norwalk River restoration of riparian buffer at Merwin Meadows  

 Restoration of Kent Pond and its buffer zone 

 Quarry Head trails and invasive species removals 

 Restoration of Schenck’s Island and ‘Pocket Park’ 

 Carry-In/Carry-Out program 

 Park Walks and Talks Program in collaboration with local 

conservation groups 

 Emerald Ash Borer education and replanting plan 

 Support establishment of Wilton Pollinator Pathway 

The following items were in the POCD in 2010 and were not 

accomplished: 

 Investigate establishment of Land Acquisition Fund 

 Determine methods to manage invasive species 

 Maintain and improve relationships with Wilton Land Conservation 

Trust, Department of Public Works 

 Investigate establishment of greenways on utilities companies’ 

properties 

  



 

4. What are the three highest priority initiatives or objectives that your 

Board or Commission is currently pursuing, or think should be pursued, 

that would be relevant to a comprehensive plan for the next ten years? 

 
a. Stewardship of Open Space   

i. Continue to improve the accessibility and natural ecology of all 
Parks and Open Space under the Commission 
1. Enhance the character of Wilton 
2. Education of future stewards (citizens) 

ii. Work with Wilton Land Conservation Trust and Board of 
Selectmen to continue to improve how we steward our 
conserved land with restrictive easements to ensure: 
1. public trust 
2. access and use, where appropriate 
3. creation of opportunities for acquisition of future 

conservation restrictions 
 

b. Actions 
i. Identify, develop and implement corrective actions of issues 

detrimental to the ecology of natural systems in Wilton. 
1. Recommend use of native plants for site plans under a form 

of review. 
2. Conserve and infiltrate water on site wherever possible 
3. Protect and enhance the Norwalk River through dam removal 

and increased use of riparian buffers. 
 

c. Serve as educational resource to the public by researching and 

strengthening health ordinances in open public spaces, increasing 

frequency and means of outreach, promotion, collaboration and 

involvement with the public, other commissions, BOS, private 

organizations relative to conservation issues, goals, and objectives.   

i. Develop and provide a policy and guidelines for landowner 

stewardship; 

ii. Develop and provide information outreach about natural 

resources [e.g., Low Impact Development (LID), Emerald Ash 

Borer and Asian Longhorned Beetle, impact of pesticides and 

herbicides on diversity and health, impact of artificial turf on 

(adolescent) health, etc.] 

  



 

5. We urge Planning and Zoning to work with Milone and MacBroom, Inc. to 

include a section in the survey specifically devoted to and labeled 

Conservation (i.e., in addition to the Natural Spaces/Open 

Space/Recreation section/area).  For example, consider the following 

wording: 

a. What are the most important Conservation issues facing Wilton 

today and going forward?  Rank in order of importance.  Topics to 

consider: waste recycling; littering; town clean-up; acquisition, 

maintenance and use of open space, parks and trails; preservation 

of trees; information/education on conservation issues/-

developments; organized walks and events involving Town parks 

and properties. 

b. The current POCD refers to a Plan Implementation Committee.  

Does this exist and if so, how do we identify and work with them? 

 


