
NAME DATE COMMENT 

BestElane July 19, 2019 I see you don't monetize wilton2029.com, don't waste your traffic, you can earn extra bucks every month with new monetization method. 
This is the best adsense alternative for any type  of website (they approve all websites), for more details simply search in Google: 
 murgrabia's tools 

Alissa M. Brady July 18, 2019 I'm hoping I can leave a comment for the "public comments" ....maybe this isn't the place to do it. BUT ....we have a SERIOUS traffic 
problem on Belden Hill Road that needs to be addressed. It intrigues me that the plan seeks to get traffic from Rte 7 into Wilton Center, 
but there is no mention of how to get traffic that should STAY on Rte 7 off Belden Hill Road and other residentially zoned roads. I see that 
your plan marks the intersection of Belden Hill with Wolfpit/Rte 106 as needing an upgrade. This intersection is an historical place in 
Wilton known as Gilbert Corners. During the American Revolution, the "Red Coats" marched from Ridgefield back to Long Island Sound 
on Belden Hill Road. Why is this town ignoring this history? Instead it allows Belden Hill Road to be treated like a street in lower 
Manhattan, complete with honking horns, reckless turns, and other traffic violations. Please address this as part of your plan. Stop the "cut 
through drivers" on Belden Hill and Chestnut Hill Road with traffic calming for Belden Hill from Drum Hill Road to Wolfpit Road. Put a 
few police officers at the intersection to write tickets for violations. Widen Route 7 to make it the main way for non-Wilton residents to get 
through town. And by all means, bring them through Wilton Center too. Just please off Belden Hill Road. 

Chauncey Johnstone July 18, 2019 The plan for Wilton's future should be first focused on the economic development in the town. It is critical that we prioritize this as a “must 
do” because the ever-increasing cost is falling on the homeowner in the form of increased taxes, and the mill rates upward direction. We 
need to focus on the potential for office space, and rental apartments, condos, or a combination of both. RT 7 through Wilton is now a 4-
lane road, as we all know. This gives us also an opportunity to offer potential development of office space, both for commercial business and 
medical facilities. A connection of the east side of the Norwalk River to the west side would create an avenue for office workers to cross into 
town, as well as apartment owners to do the same. The town should explore the potential for giving some benefit to attract business such as 
a tax reduction for a set number of years. I do not know if the Cannondale Bike situation met the requirements put on them, but it was a 
start.  
 
The ice rink potential is also an excellent idea. Youth hockey has been a fast-growing sport all over Fairfield county. In my own experience 
the charges for “ice time” is very high, and there is a big demand for more rinks. Norwalk, Danbury and Darien have rinks that attract 
teams, but the scheduling of games is difficult due to demand. Teams from numerous towns in the county travel quite a distance for games. 
An ice rink can also have other recreational opportunities inside, as well as room for a restaurant ,if it is planned properly. The opportunity 
to invest in a rink would be strong, and the location could draw more people into town. After looking at the results of the survey, there is an 
obvious interest in the schools by a demographic of residents who are in the years that one would expect that to be the case. However, going 
forward it will be a burden to support all town services, and home investment also includes looking at the total cost. At the end of the day, it 
is obvious from the real estate reports that we have an oversupply of homes, and it is not getting any better. 
 
 The bottom line for me is the need previously expressed ‘You can’t do business from an empty wagon” 

  



Ross Tardell July 18, 2019 I am so sorry that I cannot attend the final hearing on the POCD on 7/18/2019. 
 
First, I want to congratulate you on a job well done. This latest version of the POCD is clear, well organized, thoughtful and reflects the 
enormous amount of hard work and community dialogue. I do have some thoughts and suggestions. But I hope you will take them within 
the context of my very high regard for this work product. 
 
First a couple of nitpicks that I think need to be addressed: 
 
Bus shelters and bus stops. There are no shelters at any bus stop. I believe that people deserve to have a place to stand when the weather is 
inclement. There are virtually no marked bus stops anywhere in Wilton. For example, at the commuter lot at Wolf[put and Route 7 by the 
NRVT, people regularly get on the bus – but there is no marked bus stop. I talked to the bus driver who noted that there were a few stops in 
south Wilton, but bus drivers generally know where to stop to get passengers and they will stop when someone waves at them to stop. As 
the number of assisted living facilities increases, it is likely that the number of mass transit users who work in those facilities will also 
increase. We should make it reliable, easy and pleasant to get to work 
 
Sidewalks on route 7 in South Wilton. I am a jogger who has tried to run from Grumman Hill Road to the NRVT. There is not a good 
pedestrian path between the two spots. I once was pinned against the hill in between Brookdale and Wilton Road (I was on the 
Northbound side). A sidewalk on at least one side of the road connecting with the sidewalk would be useful, and help make Wilton more 
pedestrian friendly. (see page 3- in the plan) 
 
Improved train service. This was a huge issue in the last state campaign. Improving train service would help with traffic and make Wilton 
much more enticing as a bedroom community by providing easier access to New York City (where there is enormous job growth). 
 
Pedestrian crossing at Route 33 and Chestnut Hill intersection. There are signs that prohibit pedestrian from crossing route 33 at the corner 
of routes 33 & 53. If you want to make the town more enticing to pedestrians, bikes, etc., we need a pedestrian crossing. 
 
Vision – the components of what will make Wilton wonderful are outlined in the report. But I did not see something that outlined what 
would make Wilton rise above its peers and give a sense of the most critical factors that are central to Wilton as a great town in the future. 
The five components are well written, but I would have liked to see more in terms of priorities. I am concerned that the large number of 
actions will create problems in regard to setting priorities for action. 
 
As I read the report – I wanted to see some linkage to the town’s objectives in regard to safety, schools, etc. 
 
Wilton has an enormous number of volunteer organizations that support the town at no cost to the town – and they cover the full gamut of 
activities. They range from independent institutions like the library, historical society, the Wilton religious institutions and the “Y,” to clubs 



like Rotary, Kiwanis, women’s club, sports organizations and then include small focused groups like the scouts, leagues and the Pollinators. 
The question is how to best take advantage of these volunteer organizations to drive the development and key strategies that will impact 
Wilton’s future. 
 
The report also focuses a great deal of attention on housing. This will be critical to Wilton’s future and how Wilton created the types of 
housing necessary to attract the Millennials who are just starting families will be crucial to Wilton’s future success. I also worry that the 
town is losing the necessary flexibility to allocate available space for low income housing. 
 
Finally, I am unsure where this fits, but the addition of the Hindu Temple and the addition of the addition of the Church being bult by the 
Church of the Latter Day Saints will attract a new diverse population to town. I expect that will lead to a bifurcation of the population: 
more residents over the age of 65 and a significant growth in those who are younger with children at home. 

Barbara Holdridge July 18, 2019 Comments from Barbara B. Holdridge, 14 Forge Rd., Wilton, Ct. 06897 for 54 years.  Owner for 23 years of a home on Main St., 
Georgetown, Redding.  I vote as a property owner in Redding, pay Redding property taxes as well as quarterly sewer taxes and a yearly 
Georgetown Fire District Tax. Because of my home in the Silvermine section of Wilton, I have not applied for the Redding Tax Benefit for 
Seniors. 
 
My husband and I have found this POCD process interesting and have been paying attention even though we have not been able to attend 
as many meetings recently. 
 
For your consideration -  
 
POCD Draft - Georgetown - Pages 70 and 71 
 
Sewer - When I bought my house on Main St. 23 years ago, there was already a state mandated sewer system on Main St. and Old Mill Rd.  
I assumed both the capital costs of the sewer and the quarterly fees. The sewer was upgraded a second time to allow for build out in the area, 
and a third time by the Meadow Ridge Complex. Recently, sewer equipment was replaced and updated.The civic group, Georgetown 
Village Restoration, Inc.( GVRI) originally came together around the sewer issue and  it continues to be a focus of the group's attention.   
 
Georgetown Cultural Center - the draft uses the Gilbert and Bennett School label. It should at least use the word former.  I was initially 
and continue to be supportive of the current use of this building and recommend that it continue for the forseable future. I and several other 
Board members of Georgetown Village Restoration, Inc. (GVRI) toured the building when it was first leased to the Georgetown 
Association. So I and others  are witnesses to the incredible care and "sweat equity" that has produced the attractive, productive, and 
community centered building we have today.   
 
POCD Draft - 2011 Town Senior Survey - Page 46 



The Town Senior Survey results were presented to an interested group of citizens and some town officials in the summer of 2011. Then, 
First Selectman Bill Brennan was present. Later, there was a Board of Selectmen discussion about putting the Town Senior Survey on the 
agenda that fall. However, a retiring Bd. of Selectman member recommended waiting for the new Board of Selectmen in 2012. The Town 
Senior Survey then disappeared until it reappeared in this draft. However, because this survey is now eight years old and many changes have 
happened within the senior population since,  I question the relevance of carrying it forward in this latest POCD draft.   

Barbara Geddis July 18, 2019  
Introduction 
 
I read the POCD with the idea to mark up every page for your use. This ambitious idea was thwarted when I found the ponderous and 
repetitive document really hard to convert into a word format anyone could use. I tried for a while. There are lots of fragments of good 
sections to be sure. There are also maddeningly repetitive sections. There are also some statements where I do not believe there is consensus. 
I do have this marked up tome available if anyone wants it.  It is a very large file. Even when I put it back into a pdf, it is not easy to email. 
 
As always, I want the overall vision first, second and third as an SWOT: What we want, what is in our way to achieve, what are our unique 
strengths? The POCD has a rigid format that requires repetition and re-stating. This may be the way it has always been done and Milone 
and MacBroome may have had no choice, However, it weakens its direct usability and impact. 
 
Then, I went back and re-read the many memos I already sent you in May 2018 on the draft POCD and a later memo I co –wrote with 
Laura Parese on concepts for Cannondale station. There are still some great ideas for land use change in those memos not mentioned at all 
in the POCD. You all have them in your files. If you do not and anyone has any interest, I will re-send. 
 
As is always, my message is intended to be positive: Wilton is an exquisite place with uncommon natural resources and a surprising balance 
of workplaces and great places to live. There is no question that P and Z is making many positive steps on historic resources in particular 
and in valuing and promulgating stronger design review. There are some big issues ahead: re-writing good chunks of text and revising the 
underlying maps. A good conversation about form-based zoning has begun, and this is a different paradigm to what we have.  So good 
things are happening with the POCD not causative, but parallel. 
 
One would hope, however, that a POCD should be an executable document. What I mean is we should have very specific takeaways based 
on new insights from the data. As we all know, a committee cannot edit. Just re-watch the film 1776 when Adams and Franklin had to back 
off Jefferson for a while so he could write the Declaration. It was a painful process. Perhaps, had they been able to get Abigail Adams down 
from Massachusetts, the declaration might have been drafted more quickly! 
 
“New” Insights and Weaknesses: 



1.The “data” in the document in many cases in not current and the reliability of small sampling makes me very nervous.  I start marking this 
up, and then I just stopped. A lot has changed since 2016. This has to be fixed since we are publishing this late in 2019.  It was truly raising 
my anxiety. This could be much more helpful and needs fixing on the economic data, on the grand list and trens, 
 
2.I am very interested in peer town data. Specific information-not anecdotal. There are several places this would help a lot. We are a stone’s 
throw from Weston, Redding, Ridgefield, Norwalk and Westport. How are we different from these? There is not enough here, 
3.The maps of resources should be convincing. They are not. They should be centerpiece exhibits.   
 
As I have also said many times and this language is in the POCD, we have not connected the land use dots.  
 
Our zoning map really needs an overhaul. It does not say this anywhere I found.  
 
Danbury Road needs to be comprehensively discussed. As I faithfully attend P and Z meetings, where Danbury Road occupies a fair bit of 
everyone’s time, the zone’s limitations are challenged again and again. Unless I have missed something, there have not been any applications 
at all within Wilton Center proper. What does that tell us? It is strangely invisible with no market visibility at the moment.     
 
Specific takeaways:  
1.Some recommendations with which I strongly disagree in the POCD: 
 
The Town Hall is NOT the number one priority. The community is not going to support a giant capital outlay on this. 
 
 I have said and urge town offices to move off the castle on the hill and go into Wilton Center. Wilton Center should be the number one 
priority. If you want it to span permanently over Route 7/Danbury Road, then change the zone and expand it. If you do not want to do this, 
then rezone Wilton Center in its entirety for different density if amenities are provided. 
 
2.I disagree about the market “buckets” for different types of housing. There is NO equivalency between young professional housing and 
senior housing. It is just not true.  I can assure you these “groups” which are as diverse internally as one could imagine have very little in 
common. Another misconception is that “assisted living” is housing. It is in some jurisdictions an institutional use. Even NYC changed its 
zoning in 2016 to reclassify assisted living with institutional uses. 
 
3.I just do not agree that we can ever manage the numbers cited to be required for affordable housing. Other towns are in the very same 
situation.  The mandate in our economically deteriorating state is really out of touch with our reality in Fairfield County. There is a much 
larger issue here way outside our control. I also strongly disagree that housing which is affordable all has to be rentals. I think this is wrong 
for Wilton. 
 



4.The average commute of something like 38 minutes is really not good at all. Who knows how the tolls will affect this? I think more 
employers within Wilton would be fantastic. The commute is pretty terrible south no matter where you go. The commute east and north is 
fine. The train commute has become longer too. Metro North admitted the obvious: the trains today from out here are slower than they 
have been in the last decade.  
 
5.I think that we should understand the enforcement differences between a National Historic District (we have two in Wilton Center and 
Cannondale) and a National Register Building like the Tavern. The boundaries should be cleared up. The role of local P and Z should be 
understood and the role of State SHPO. As I found recently in Bridgeport on a register property, National designation has no protection 
nor any review if no public funds are being sought. This is important if the town sought to create another historic district locally even where 
it failed a few years ago. 
 
6.I am very much in favor of making scenic road designation streamlined and desirable. Having explored it last year, at the moment, it is 
daunting and protracted. The POCD notes this in one small observation. P and Z should be aware of this. It is a very helpful land use tool. 
 
7.The term incentivizing is growing in use within P and Z. This deserves more attention in the POCD. I think this is a wide and deep area 
of innovation: 
 
•Including the river walk ideas 
•Including outdoor dining near the river 
•Including connecting to the NRVT 
•Including historic re-use 
•Including train station walkability. 
•Including crossing  Danbury Road 
•Including bikeways not in the road 
 
Missing Concepts Based on our town’s strengths: 
 
Home Ownership: I do agree that Home ownership is our major asset. Home ownership in different kinds of smaller homes - not 
apartments – has some unique potential. 
 
Our high number of work-from-home people could be turned into one of our major assets. One of our son’s works for a Greenwich 
company that just took we-work space in Manhattan. I like the idea of we-work space in Wilton Center.  
I also like the idea of small homes or larger homes that permit office space as of right in certain zones too.  I do like the idea of different 
kinds of condo owned homes that might be created around historic assets.  I think there is a market for unique homes near the train 
stations. Not apartment rentals with ground floor retail. Near my office in Southport Village, after a disastrous start and the real estate 



crash, the attached homes at Southport Green are now beginning to thrive and invigorating adjacent uses at long last including Equinox, 
Artisan and Gray Goose restaurants.  Professional offices have moved in to local historic buildings too. The prices dropped precipitously, 
and some big home people have small homes, and some second-generation commuters live here too. There is an active pre-dawn crowd and 
an active late-night crowd. 
 
If people are interested in our mill town history and the NYC Chelsea and Ladies Mile residential loft conversions, see if any we work ideas 
could include live and work combinations.  
 
The River: As I have said so many times, we need incentives for a Riverfront zoning. As I wrote to you before, “Follow the river, map it and 
celebrate it as an asset. Provide zoning incentives for river’s side and river edge developments.” It is not just about the wonderful NRVT. 
The brilliant Schoolhouse restaurant tries to seat patrons on a little edge of the river on better nights. I have tried to walk the river edge 
north a few times starting near the 33 bridge.  
 
Ground floor retail with housing above is only one mode of mixed use and not really that relevant in Connecticut in 2019 plus.  
 
At the same time, though there are a theatre and several decent restaurants, there is very little street life at night in Wilton Center.  Three or 
four decent restaurants are basically in the Stop and Shop parking lot.  That parking lot is our “downtown.” That can be improved a lot. 
 
The Green: As a New Englander, our town “green’ is maddeningly tiny and not bounded by any historical, civic or booming economic 
neighbors.  I will say again why cannot some town offices be located in the town green building? The Town green is not even listed as one 
of our green spaces. Yet we faithfully stage many successful events here. Someone must want to steward its enhancement. 
 
Danbury Road, as said before, is a mega division of the town. We have to deal with this land use policy proactively.  This is hardly 
mentioned except for the nonfunded pedestrian bridge over 33. It is a tremendous difficulty for land use. We have to fix this. I have the 
sense some do not care as long as it goes on Danbury Road and does not bother anyone else. Nothing could be further from the truth.  
 
There is so much potential for good in Wilton, but I want more specific direct and achievable goals. We could use in the POCD a summary 
of no more than five (5) major actions we could truly achieve within 2-5 years, which would be transformative. 
 

Wilton Planning July 15, 2019 The Planning and Zoning Commission has scheduled a public hearing for Thursday, July 18, 2019 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside, 15 
Station Road to accept public comment on revisions to the town’s Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD).  The hearing follows 
approximately one and one-half years of study by the Planning and Zoning Commission with participation and input from other town 
boards and commissions. If you are unable to attend the meeting in person, you can submit comments via email to wilton2029@gmail.com. 



Rem Bigosinski July 15, 2019 I would like to submit the following comments and observations below for the Public Comment Period for the 2029 POCD Draft that was 
issued on May 7, 2019. Due to the number of comments I would like to submit by email versus by public hearing on July 18th, 2019. 
Comments are provided by page numbers for ease of reference: 
 
 
Page 16:  South Norwalk Reservoir mislabeled as City Lake Reservoir. Old South Norwalk Reservoir missing. Add page note on plans as to 
what the definition of impaired areas are and how to improve water quality. In this example, this is on Page 31 and 32. Or, move this plan 
to the "Natural and Historical Environment" section of the document. 
 
Page 17: Silvermine Historic Area missing from South Wilton. Wilton Historic District No. 6 and 7 is not known as Georgetown? Isn't 
Woodcock Nature Center a "scenic resource"? 
 
Page 19: Woodcock Nature Center and Ambler Farm missing as Community Facility. Are private schools a limited community facility? 
 
Page 21: Writing that a town will be an "incubator of land-use ideas" when earlier in the document it was written that land is scarce in town 
is concerning. Is the town interested in an "anything goes" approach to development? The "incubator" term is often used in this manner. 
Perhaps a re-write of this to "innovations of existing land-uses" is more conservative while allowing for future articulation of this 
terminology. 
 
Page 42: Objective 4.4. Add Wilton Playshop, Music on the Hill, Weir Farm, Cannon Grange. There are others, and it is not just the 
Library. 
 
Page 53: "Public survey responses indicate that 78% of respondents do not believe, to one degree or an-other, that Wilton’s economic 
environment is thriving. This belief may be linked to the lack of recovery in residential property values over the last decade and larger 
regional and State eco-nomic and fiscal issues." Remove or reword "this belief may be" as it is based on speculation, not fact. Consider 
revising this sentence to include more identifying factors. 
 
Page 55: "Consider developing a co-working or “makerspace” (like in Danbury and New Milford) at a publicly  accessible  location,  perhaps  
Comstock  or  the  Wilton  Public  Library  or  other  Town  building, to support entrepreneurship and new locally-owned businesses." 
Great idea, except for the possibility of including a noisy co-working space at a quiet 75% publicly funded Library. Let's be purposely vague 
here -- at a community center, other Town building or in a vacant privately owned building. Take a look at the recently completed Darien 
Crossing project which has realtor co-working space. 
 



Page 77: "Cannondale Station and Wilton Station were both renovated in the last decade, though both sta-tions are owned by the State and 
have few, if any amenities and retail in the immediate vicinity." That's not entirely correct: Cannodale station has a solid amount of retail 
around it. You've got The Schoolhouse, an antique store, a B&B(in operation?), a country store, and the Cannon Grange isn't too far either. 
 
Page 78, Objective 5.2. There is also the Blue-Blazed Hiking Trails initiative. The closest one to Wilton is at Devil's Den. Perhaps there's 
opportunities to extend this 800 mile long trail system into town. 
 
Page 89: General Observation -- Wi-Fi calling can dramatically increase cellular reception and call quality. This something the town could 
pursue if cellular towers are difficult to construct. 
 
Page 114, Index 1.2.6 - Potential tie-in here with Town Campus renovation; for example housing for fire, police, public works employees 
who need to be on-call all hours 
 
Page 118, Index 3.4.6. P&Z/PZC should support. 
 
Page 122, Index 1.2.4. PZC & future ARB need to part of this conversation, definitely support. Is there a townwide streetscape design 
standard?  
 
Page 125, Objective 3.1 - future ARB should support 
 
Page 126, Objective 4.1 - consider using data/support from WestCOG. They are finalizing a regional POCD. 
 
Page 127, Index 5.1.2 - a Town-wide streetscape design/policy could assist with traffic calming -- add P&Z, PZC in support 
 
Page 127, Index 5.1.3 - Glad to see this is still going forward. A roundabout would do wonders. 
 
Page 127, Index 5.1.5 - Can we consider electrical line burial for more roads in town? This would help reduce outages - our region is 
projected to have more severe storms due to climate change in the coming decades 
 
Page 128, Index 5.2.1 - Again, I'm sure DPW has the best of intentions, but they are engineers at heart, not designers. You need design 
review on this.  
 
Page 128, Index 5.2.2 - Need design review as well -- too often municipalities install the wrong kind of light - amend this to energy-
efficient, Dark Sky compliant lighting. The Complete Streets Design should fall under this 
 



Page 129, Objective 5.2 - General observation - I would like to see more emphasis placed on dedicated bikelines versus shared; the latter 
causes vehicular traffic delays and decreases public safety significantly. The more *shared* bikelanes that you implement, the greater the 
possibility of bike-related fatalities. 
 
Page 129, Index 5.3.5 - P&Z/PZC needs to support to make sure it is conducive to POCD plan 
 
Page 130, Objective 5.4 - Add note about adding Level 2 & Level 3 EV charging stations and provide incentives for local businesses to 
install them. BOS, EDC to lead. Wilton Chamber of Commerce, PZC to support. 
 
Page 133, Objective 7.2 - Implement a "net-positive" initiative for all town buildings under the guidelines of Living Building Challenge 
(ideal) or LEED (less ideal) -- for renovations/alterations and for new construction. Set a timeline for stage completion that future BOS 
administrations need to follow. Building Department & BOS to lead. CC, P&Z, PZC, DPW, WGG to support. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for reading, and, hopefully, implementing. 

Donna Harakas July 3, 2019 Thank you, Allison! I’m going to go through this later this evening. Many thanks for your diligence! 

Allison Sanders June 23, 2019 Below you will find comments from the HDPC on the latest draft of the POCD: 
 
Pg 17 Historic and Scenic Resources - Map 
 Map of Wilton’s Historic Districts: Please note: There IS NO HD#7. There is HD#6 and #6 Extension, both in Georgetown. 
 
 Pg 38 Goal 4  
 List of Historic Districts: Please note: There IS NO HD#7. There is HD#6 and #6 Extension, both in Georgetown. 
 
 On page 38 there is a box with definitions, please add HRI (Historic Resource Inventory) to the list, as it is referred to frequently:  
 Historic Resources Inventories 
 Historic Resources Inventories create detailed records of historic buildings, sites, structures and/or objects within a defined geographical 
area, or multiple resources related to a theme, throughout the state. These documents are based on archival research, field work and 
photography. Wilton’s HRIs, done in 1989 and 2018, document approximately 470 significant structures, and are often referred to as 
Historic House Surveys.  
 



 Pg 40 (Goal 4) 
 Bullet #4: The HDC thinks that this particular bullet overstates what occurred regarding the possible Bald Hill HD. The attempt to begin 
the historic district process was ended before it really began. This bullet point implies that the entire approval process for a Local Historic 
District, from study group, to state approval to neighborhood approval, stopping short of town approval -- all happened. There would have 
been much education along the way, which was curtailed. 
 Suggest that references to Bald Hill be deleted. Consider:  
 The importance of historic buildings and districts, both visually to save the town’s character, and, for those in LHDs, their actual market 
value, needs to be better communicated to owners and realtors. Value of buildings in historic districts tends to be higher as their 
neighborhoods are more stable. Regulatory and policy incentives may help this process.  
 
 Pg 41 (Goal 4) 
 Bullet #3: This is a misstatement of what the HRI is, and how it can be used. The HRI is a fairly static database, a “snapshot” of a property 
when it was documented in 1989 or 2018, and is not in any way a “real time” inventory, as this bullet states. It does not generally reflect the 
changing conditions of a building, although a note is made if a structure is demolished. The HRI therefore can be used to research those 
buildings that have been demolished, but the HRI cannot designate structures that are proposed for development or demolition or at risk of 
neglect. Boards and Commissions should refer to the HRI and state and national lists for information about Wilton’s historic structures. 
 Bullet #9: Why is Blight a bullet point on these pages, which are focused on historic structures? It implies that it is primarily historic 
structures which suffer from blight, when this is not necessarily the case. Suggest that Blight be removed from this section, and relocated to 
another – perhaps Built Environment? 
 
 Pg 54 (Human and Economic Development) 3.1  
 Bullet #2 Include Wilton’s character (landscape, historic structures, stone walls, trees) in the marketing of the town to businesses. 
 
 Pg 110 
 Revise item 4.1.3 to reflect that the HRI functions as a database, not a real-time inventory, per Pg 41, bullet #3 
 
 Pg 111 
 Revise item 4.1.9 regarding blight to place HDPC last in the Support Entities, rather than first. 

Kevin B. Czarnecki June 18, 2019 Ensure that Fire Station 2 continues to serve Western Wilton" Due to the importance of this Town Building (707 Ridgefield Road) 
providing fire and emergency medical service to Northern Wilton could a similar line be placed in the latest revised plan? 
 
Thank you for your consideration 

Michael Foster June 6, 2019 I am the Treasurer of the Wilton Land Conservation Trust.  We have recently finished an audit of all the open space properties the 
WLCT owns as fee title and also those that we manage under conservation easements.   These numbers seem to differ from those in 
the Draft POCD. 



 
Here are the accurate numbers today: 
 
- WLCT Fee Title= 93 parcels totaling 434 acres 
 
- Private parcels under WLCT conservation easement= 17 parcels totaling 285 acres 
 
- Town Owned parcels under joint WLCT and Town management of conservation= 5 parcels       totaling 112 acres 
 
This is a grand total for the WLCT of 115 parcels totaling 831 acres.  I hope this is helpful as you finalize this POCD- Thank you 
for this great report. 

Nicola Davies May 13, 2019 Page 53 lists 'Town of Wilton Principal employers'. Why is the school district absent from this list? 

Brian McKay May 9, 2019 I have a question about the Future Land Use Plan. Looking at the map on page 96 the east side of Horseshoe Road is designated as 
“Greater Wilton Center” and the West side is designated as “Residential Low Density”. Why is that the case?  
  

Shouldn’t all of Horseshoe Road be either “Greater Wilton Center” or “Residential Low Density”? 

Lisa Pojano January 17, 2019 Dear Planning and Zoning Board, 
 
Thank you for all the work you have done to gather information to help you better develop a long-term plan for Wilton and its residents. 
 
Please find below my comments regarding: Restaurants and Senior Housing. 
 
RESTAURANTS 
 
As part of long-term planning and development, I encourage the creation of a retail and mixed-use development policy that advocates 
adequate parking to support restaurants. 
 
Restaurants were the number 1 retail class consistently cited by phone survey respondents. 
 
“New diverse restaurants and bars” was among the top five open-ended response answers for ON SPECIAL AREAS / ZONING 
DEVELOPMENT  
 
 “Lacks Amenities / needs businesses / needs restaurants / needs economic development” was second only to taxes too high as a free-
response in the “Quality of life improvement” section.  



 
“New restaurants and bars” was the fifth most popular open answer “For Ways to Improve Wilton Center.” 
 
HOUSING FOR SENIORS 
 
I would also like to call the board’s attention that the phone survey used the term “age in place.” Aging in place is defined by the CDC as 
"the ability to live in one's own home and community safely, independently and comfortably, regardless of age, income or ability level."  
 
According to AARP, this means staying in your own home with familiar surroundings and your belonging and not moving. This requires 
either upfront universal design or most-commonly, remodeling the home to make it safe and assessible.  
 
Question 19 in the phone survey regards adding more higher density housing to meet the needs of  younger residents, “empty-nesters” and 
“age-in-place” residents. The use of “age in place” in this context may have been confusing to respondents.  
 
Further, it is my understand, that no data exists that indicates Wilton residents actually move into Wilton-based continuum of care or 
senior living facilities. Considering the drain to town services, (especially emergency services), before any additional continuum of care 
facilities are considered, supporting data should be obtained that verifies these facilities actual benefit Wilton residents. Also, please consider 
a mandate that give priority and financial preference to existing Wilton residents. 
 
Thank you for your kind consideration, 

Wilton Planning January 15, 2019 As part of its continuing update of the 2019-2029 Plan of Conservation and Development, the Wilton Planning and Zoning Commission 
invites the community to its next POCD Public Workshop at Trackside Teen Center this Thursday, January 17, 2019, at 7pm, to discuss 
the 2018 Community Survey results and next steps in the POCD update process. Survey questions and results are available at 
Wilton2029.com. Public comment on the survey is welcomed, whether during the meeting's public comment period, or by email to 
Wilton2029@gmail.com. We hope to see you there! 

Ross Tartell December 5, 2018 Unfortunately, we did not know anything about the survey – we asked that they call back (we set a time for Wednesday night) while I 
determined if the phone call was legit. 
 
After contacting Selectman McFadden, I went to the Wilton Town website and after a little research, found out that the survey is indeed 
legit. 
 
I would like to suggest more publicity about the survey – I expect that it will ease your efforts to get a sufficient response rate 

Wilton Planning December 4, 2018 As part of the Plan update, the Town of Wilton is conducting a telephone survey of 400 randomly selected residents over the next two 
weeks. If you receive a call from an interviewer with the Center for Research and Public Policy, please participate in the 10-minute survey.   



Scott Lawrence October 3, 2018 Dear Joint Working Group,  
 
Following up: Attached is a revised POCD draft of goals, trends and strategies for your boards' review and comment.  
 
Please email Bob Nerney (bob.nerney@wiltonct.org) with your boards' comments as soon as practicable, but no later than noon on 
November 8, 2018. High-level, bullet-point comments are welcome. You are also welcome to suggest test issues for the phone survey as part 
of your review, though the POCD draft review is the priority.  
 
We will hold our next Joint Working Group session on Thursday, November 8, at 7pm to discuss the POCD working draft, submitted 
comments and phone survey planning. Further details to follow.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Bob Nerney or me with any questions. 

Scott Lawrence September 20, 2018 Dear POCD Joint Working Group, 
 
We are back at it! Here are the next steps on the 2019-2029 POCD update: 
 
Over the summer, Milone & MacBroom took stock of the nine months of data collection, Joint Working Group input, public workshops, 
public comment and online surveying comprising the first data-gathering phase of the POCD update. From that process, Milone has 
produced the attached first draft of the POCD update’s core goals, objectives and strategies. Please feel free to share this draft with your 
boards, for their information, with the following three important notes:  
 
1) The Planning and Zoning Commission will take the lead in reviewing this draft at a September 26 special public meeting. This is just for 
PZC; public attendance is welcome, but there will be no Joint Working Group meeting or public comment for this first review. PZC will 
review for high-level issues, such as assessing the goals, objectives and strategies listed, noting possible data or inquiry gaps, and identifying 
issues to be tested in the December phone survey. 
 
2) Milone will revise and distribute a new draft to the Joint Working Group during the first week of October for performing a similar, high-
level review (bullet comments preferred at this stage). Please direct your substantive review and comments towards this future draft and 
return comments as soon as practicable, but by November 8 at the latest.  
 
3) PZC anticipates holding the next Joint Working Group meeting on Thursday, November 8 at 7pm to discuss the revised working draft 
and future phone survey, with the goal of launching the survey in early December, when response rates are reportedly higher. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Bob and me regarding the proposed schedule. Thank you again for your critical contribution to this 
process. 



Beverly Brokaw August 23, 2018 Dear Scott and the POCD Committee, 
 
I know you have already heard me plead the case why Wilton should consider pursuing Blue Zone status, but I thought the following new 
information might be of serious interest as you come to the conclusion of this arduous POCD process. 
 
If Wilton were to make this commitment (again…. privately funded, publicly supported) a man named Dan Burden would come to our 
town to walk, bike and drive every inch of it to help us determine smart solutions to the problems your group is trying to solve. 
 
-Dan is nation’s most recognized authority on walkability, bicycle and pedestrian programs, street corridor and intersection design, traffic 
flow and calming, road diets and other town planning elements. 
-The 2014 White House recognized Dan as one of the Top Ten Champions of Change in Transportation 
-Time Magazine called him “one of the six most important civic innovators in the world.” 
-Planetizen lists him as “one of the 100 most significant urban thinkers of all time.”   
 
Dan reinvents streets, neighborhoods and towns with walkability and bike-ability solutions.  Of course, much of Wilton cannot be changed 
but we can certainly use his expertise on the many areas that we’ve all recognized need help:  the Route 7 corridor, town center, Cannonade, 
Georgetown and elsewhere. 
 
Dan has been quoted as saying “If a road is acting the wrong way, you are actually suppressing the value of the property within a quarter of a 
mile and as a result the tax base gets eroded.  A good road is good for everyone; for walkers, drivers, bicyclists- and even property values.” 
 
This seems to me like an invaluable resource we should seriously consider utilizing. 
 
Dan Burden himself will not be at the meeting with Blue Zones Project™ Tuesday, October 23rd 7pm at the Clune Center, he visits towns 
after their commitment, but the following groups who have shown great interest will definitely have representation there (more to come as I 
meet with more boards in September and October):  Ambler Farm, the Library, Wilton Go Green, Energy Commission, Circle of Care, 
Stepping Stones Museum, the real estate community, Woodcock Nature Center, Bauer Family Trust, WYC, WARF, Wilton Magazine, 
Good Morning Wilton, Friends of Weir Farm, CT Friends of the Performing Arts, tens of businesses, dozens of individuals and many 
more. 
 
As Chris Finkelstein of Board of Ed said to me this week "I came here preparing to shoot you down and tell you we are fine on our own 
{with our health, wellbeing and social connectedness initiatives} but after hearing what you presented I really think this is a good idea.  I 
realize you are not trying to reinvent the wheel but rather get us recognition for the wheels we already have in motion.  I think this is great 
and I’m happy to help.” 
 



Thank you so much for your consideration.  Please contact me anytime with questions.  Otherwise, I truly hope to see you on October 23rd! 

Vicki Mavis July 15, 2018 Dear Commissioners, 
 
Is it possible that the Town's Zoning map may be updated during this POCD process to reflect better resolution of zone borders and streets 
that are both contiguous to and contained within the Town's various zones? As it is now, it is very difficult to read the actual street names if 
not impossible owing to the fuzziness when one tries to blow it up in order to get a closer view.  
 
Also who is responsible for determining what type of sewer service area will be reflected on the updated 2019 POCD map for the section of 
Ridgefield Road stretching from its intersection with Belden Hill/Lovers Lane up to Drum Hill Road which is currently mistakenly labelled 
as a sewer service area, and how is that determined? Will it carry the 'Other' designation, 'Sewer avoidance' or some other label? 

Wilton Planning July 15, 2018 Thank you for your interest in the Town of Wilton Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) update. Please participate in the 
planning process by completing this mini survey on Conservation, Preservation, Sustainability, and Cultural Resources. Once you have 
taken the survey, please share it with your friends and neighbors! 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WiltonPOCD_Survey6 
 
We will be collecting responses on August 15th. This is the 6th and final mini-survey being implemented as part of the Plan of 
Conservation and Development update. 
 
Thank you for your participation! 

Vivian Lee-Shiue July 12, 2018 Thanks very much for your note. As of 7/1, I am no longer an active Wilton EDC Commissioner. If you would like to contact the EDC, 
please email: EconomicDevelopmentCommission@WILTONCT.ORG 

Chauncey Johnstone June 28, 2018 We have lived in Wilton for 47 years so we have seen a lot changes. It is nice to preserve open space and historic structures, even old 
cemeteries....Historic houses may be nice to look at and enjoy by some residents, but how many others really y take the time? We owned a 
commercial property on RT 7 that is on the list of Wilton historic buildings, 503 Danbury Road. Keeping up a building like that was not 
easy, as current owners of similar properties can attest. First our place, since sold, was over assessed and twice we hired an attorney who 
went to the to the appeals board, and both times the taxes were lowered. Previous assessments had grievous errors. If owners of historic 
homes take the time to keep the property looking nice not only for themselves but also preserving a property for the historical value to the 
town, they deserve a tax credit. Lastly, if open, historic or educational land becomes available please allow a place to park!! 

Tammy Thornton June 27, 2018 My name is Tammy Thornton and I spoke at last Thursday night's meeting and mentioned the organic scrap program at neighboring 
towns. 
 
Please consider having a member of the POCD join in on this call below to learn more and consider how Wilton can improve its transfer 
station with organic food scrap collection. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WiltonPOCD_Survey6
https://maps.google.com/?q=503+Danbury+Road&entry=gmail&source=g


Vicki Mavis June 22, 2018 Preservation. Though Wilton has a proud and distinguished history of preservation efforts undertaken in the past, the present is another 
story. Frankly, these days, I don’t think we’ve been doing a very good job as a Town. 
 
Here’s why: 

• Over a period of the past 22 years, there have been over 275 structures razed in town according to our Building Dept; that’s an 
average of 12 demolitions per year; 

• Only 11% of Wilton’s housing stock is built prior to 1939 and that finite supply of older historic homes continues to diminish 
steadily with every year; 

• In March of 2016 residents watched helplessly as the Civil War era Schlichting house, an Italianate Victorian homestead of 
significant historic, architectural and cultural value was demolished--this despite a 1,500 signer strong petition, a grassroots effort 
organized by concerned residents to save it, recognition within the 2010 POCD as an important property (p.43), and other than a 
rather weak 90-day demolition delay imposed, relative silence from key officials; 

• Our town’s architectural survey of the most historically noteworthy structures in town was compiled in 1989 and lists 318 homes; 
according to Carol Russell, it was incomplete when it was organized then, and does not reflect a slew of demolitions; the recent 
reports in the Bulletin about a digitization update and addition of homes dating from 1920-1940 did not cite the fact that the 
scope of the update would not include double-checking the list for accuracy, nor verifying what may be entirely missing, notably 
the pre-Revolutionary War era Marvin Tavern; in neighboring towns this list is treated like a valuable cultural asset that is 
regularly curated—why isn’t this a priority for Wilton? 

• Only Georgetown has formal Historic District signage (#6) —why not the others? Isn’t this seen as a major source of civic pride? 
Signage indicating Historic District #2 located along Ridgefield Road and including Old Town Hall, the Congregational Church 
and other buildings is certainly deserving—but why are we failing to call attention to this? 

• Ridgefield Road’s designation as a state scenic road has had a stabilizing effect on property values and helped preserve historic 
housing stock where there are about 50 such structures; if the demolitions threatened by current development applications for 
Danbury Road properties ensue, the number of historic structures there will be on a par with Ridgefield Road, even though 
Danbury Road is twice the length of Ridgefield Road; 

• Wilton lacks an active architectural review board invested with any real authority or even the ability to formally review new builds 
beyond Wilton Center; and this weakness can very easily be exploited by those builders not inclined to be thinking of Wilton’s 
best interest, but instead the fastest way to their own bottom line; 

• Why is it that nearly 3 years after it was first proposed the extension of our town’s 90-day demolition delay ordinance to 180 days 
is still nowhere close to fruition? 

• Isn’t it an interesting coincidence that it is primarily historic structures comprising the Real Estate Study Group’s list of properties 
that are being evaluated? Should we fear for their future? 

On a recent tour I attended with members of this Real Estate group, I noticed the ailing conditions of many of these buildings like the 
Gilbert & Bennett school, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places but whose roof displayed multiple areas of water 
damage, and Marvin Tavern another National Register site where unkempt surroundings were littered with debris and shards of broken 



glass – these conditions are nothing less than disgraceful for these important Town landmarks; I really have to wonder, who is looking out 
for these properties? 
 
Over months of this POCD update process, you’ve already heard from residents from all over Town who have communicated their sense 
that Wilton’s rural and historic character are driving forces prompting people to choose to live here. You’ve seen that with residents who live 
on Cannon and Ridgefield Road, in particular. And I don’t think that should be seen as incompatible with new development. 
 
But it will take some creativity and a plan. I believe we have the qualified professionals and capable volunteers already on hand and willing 
to do this. You’ve heard from architects like Barbara Geddis Wooten who has supplied some interesting ideas for both Wilton Center and 
Cannondale and should be consulted for further dialogue. Perhaps as a follow up to these Focus group sessions, the Town may want to 
invite residents like Barbara to participate in design charrettes that could help advance a vision for Wilton’s future. 
 
There’s no denying Wilton could use new investment. And yes, I would agree with our Selectwoman that we face ‘a pivotal time for 
Wilton’s future’. But I believe that any vision of Wilton’s future is incomplete without an effective way to address these one-of-a-kind 
historic structures and honor their importance in our landscape. 
 
So I would like to suggest that we get this piece of Wilton’s house in order which will in fact reinforce many statements already proclaimed 
within the POCD. Let’s update the architectural survey. Let’s create a real preservation group, not one in name only, that actually works 
with the HDC, the Wilton Historical Society and other boards in town to monitor the condition of these homes and celebrate that 
heritage. Let’s educate owners of historic homes how they might better maintain their period homes and inform them about registry efforts 
like Steven Wander’s recent successful listing of his Ridgefield Road home. 
 
This issue has been neglected too long and deserves better attention. I for one remain ready, willing and able to help further that goal. 

Linda Cook June 21, 2018 Hi Wilton Planning, 
 
Unfortunately, a representative from Weir Farm NHS cannot attend the session tonight.  We do want to make sure that everyone knows we 
open to all kinds of partnerships and collaboration - for example we have a joint nature walk planned with the Conservation Commission 
coming up, we have similar goals with meadow restoration, we have expertise in historic preservation and have partnered with Ambler 
Farm, etc.  The park is a fabulous asset to neighbors and visitors and we look forward to working more with Wilton.  Have fun at the 
session. 

Kevin Hickey June 21, 2018 Hi Scott and Commission members, 
 
To take from Woodson Duncan, the best thing Wilton has going so far is NATURE. While agreeing that development take place around 
major arteries in Town we cannot denigrate the beauty of historical areas such as Cannondale and Ridgefield Road. I also find it off kilter 
that Lynne's rationale for housing development is based upon people choosing our competition because of lower home pricing. Truth of the 



matter is that our School System is being overtaken by these towns due to Wilton's low DRG rank. I don't think POCD has any purvey 
over the school system but that remains our biggest challenge. Couple an over achieving school system with the beauty of Wilton's nature 
and it's a win win..... 

Noel Konrad June 20, 2018 I am not positive about my answers on the most recent survey, but I would like to state I am in favor of retaining the historic homes along 
the route 7 corridor.  This comment may replace any answers on my survey.  Is there any way to redo it? 

Jeff Farrar June 19, 2018 I look at the % of Wilton’s surface area covered by the water utilities from other towns that are inaccessible to Wilton and think we should 
be able to do better there. Have them allow residents to use the lakes with non motorized craft like a kayak or even hike along the banks 
instead of putting up a fence around it. Other reservoirs in the area don't have such a thing. None of these activities would harm the water 
quality. Barring there agreement look to tax them for the value of the land they possess in town. 

Rebecca Augur June 14, 2018 No, we don’t think it’s necessary, as you provided a good deal of information during the transportation discussion. If any questions come up, 
we will follow up with you. Thanks! 

Charlie Taney June 14, 2018 Hi,  
 
Thx for including the NRVT. I have a conflict on the 21st. Is it important for the NRVT to have someone there? If so, I'll try to get 
someone.   

Victoria Mavis June 12, 2018 In furthering the discussion about the need for Wilton to codify architectural design guidelines, I'd like to share with the commission New 
Canaan's 28-page manual which could prove a helpful template from which to borrow elements. Also, their process permits their Village 
District Design committee to see preliminary design of new builds in the village PRIOR to any applications being submitted to P&Z. As 
development heats up in town, I think that order of review would be beneficial to Wilton to consider adopting for Wilton Center, 
Cannondale and sections of Rte. 7 so that the architectural character of our Town is reinforced as a priority and the control of the process is 
retained more by our Town rather than outside developers. Here is the link: 
http://www.newcanaan.info/filestorage/9490/293/331/12636/12642/Village_District_Design_Guidelines_07-20-2016.pdf 

Scott Lawrence June 12, 2018 As part of the ongoing update of Wilton's 2019-2029 Plan of Conservation and Development, the Wilton Planning and Zoning 
Commission would like to invite the public to its next Public Workshop on Thursday, June 21, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside Teen 
Center (15 Station Road), to discuss Conservation, Preservation and Sustainability.   
 
As a reminder, written comments on the Plan, Workshops or related topics can be submitted by emailing "wilton2029@gmail.com" or via 
the Plan of Conservation and Development website at "www.wilton2029.com", where all information, presentations, comments, schedules, 
surveys and more are available for viewing.   
 
Finally, we encourage everyone to please complete the online survey #5 on Wilton Center and Other Villages, available via the 
Wilton2029.com website or direct link address: "https://wilton2029.com/2018/04/26/pocd-survey-4-community-facilities/". Responses are 
requested by June 19 for analysis at the next Public Workshop, but the survey will be kept open.  
 

http://www.newcanaan.info/filestorage/9490/293/331/12636/12642/Village_District_Design_Guidelines_07-20-2016.pdf


We look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, June 21, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside. 

Wilton Planning June 11, 2018 Please participate in the planning process by completing this mini survey on Wilton Center and Villages. Once you've taken the survey, 
please share it with your friends and neighbors!  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Wilton-Villages 
 
We will be collecting responses on June 19, 2018, though the survey will remain open. This is the 5th in a series of 6 mini surveys being 
implemented as part of the Plan of Conservation and Development update. 
 
Thank you for your participation! 

Doretha Smith May 29, 2018 Is Wilton interested in new product ideas? 

Barbara Geddis May 29, 2018 Please view this PDF for comments:  https://wilton2029.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/town-of-wilton_may-29-2018.pdf 

Steve Hudspeth May 29, 2018 I’m sorry to have had to miss your various meetings soliciting public comments on the POCD process due to business and other 
commitments, and I’m sorry that my attendance at the funeral for a friend who passed away in Maine will keep me away again from your 
upcoming June 2nd public comment meeting.  So, having seen P&Z Chair Scott Lawrence’s thoughtful letter to the editor in this past 
week’s Wilton Bulletin offering the opportunity to comment by email, I’m writing you now to offer a comment on one specific subject: 
POCD provision for affordable housing. 
 
As the POCD process advances, I hope and expect that careful consideration will be given to affordable housing not only because it is 
legally encouraged -- and may be even more so under plans being considered by the state -- but also because it brings to our town increased 
diversity in income for sure, and perhaps also a to-be-welcomed increase in racial and ethnic diversity as well. 
 
That being said with respect to the positive side of affordable housing, I have nevertheless expressed in the recent past concerns about that 
large-scale affordable housing development coming to an historically significant and beautifully bucolic tract like 183 Ridgefield Road.  
Fortunately, the issue concerning the use of the 183 Ridgefield Road property has been very successfully resolved with the ideal result from 
all perspectives:  As we all now know, the Wilton Land Conservation Trust has stepped in to work out with the landowner a very effective 
solution -- and a year-long timetable to complete the funding of it -- to enable the turning of that tract to preservation-suitable uses.  We 
can all be very grateful to the Trust, its generous donors, and the landowner for working out this farsighted resolution of the matter.    
 
The short of it is that affordable housing is important to have but also important to plan for to focus its development on areas where it will 
work best and is most appropriate.  While state law as I understand it does not allow us complete freedom by any means in making such a 
designation -- and especially so when the current moratorium for Wilton respecting such housing ends in two years -- it seems to me to be 
fruitful for the POCD to indicate our town’s receptiveness to the concept and to designate certain areas of town as most appropriate for 
affordable-housing development.   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Wilton-Villages
https://wilton2029.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/town-of-wilton_may-29-2018.pdf


 
There are some remaining tracts in Wilton large enough to accommodate significant numbers of affordable units, and even as little as ten 
acres is sufficient for that, as the Avalon development just south of the Routes 7 and 33 split has shown.  That tract’s original owner 
proposed a modest development of 20 homes, but our town turned him down.  In frustration, the owner sold to Avalon who fought with 
our town for ten years (at a cost of $500,000 in town litigation expenses).  Avalon ultimately prevailed because the affordable housing statute 
(Section 8(g)) removes most local zoning regulatory control over affordable development.  The excellent amendments made to the 
affordable housing law last summer do nothing to alter the situation for Wilton, and two years hence the affordable-housing moratorium 
now in effect in Wilton will end with no present possibility of being renewed.   
Our town learned its lesson from this Avalon experience, and so for a 10-acre tract on River Road, it didn’t oppose a 30-house development.  
Neither that development nor the similarly sized Wilton Hunt development on Route 33 seem to have had any adverse impact on our town; 
in fact, quite the opposite: to the extent they have enabled new residents to move to Wilton, they have improved our town for everyone.  
Neither of those developments, though, was specifically of affordable housing, so far as I know.  
 
For both the Avalon and River Road developments (and for the Wilton Hunt development as well, I believe), a sewer line ran right by the 
parcel with the developer therefore having the right of hook-up (at the developer’s own expense) as long as there was available sewer 
capacity, and our town sewer system has much excess capacity.  The presence of a town sewer line running right by these tracts certainly 
made the affordable-housing development of them much easier.  However, could an affordable-housing developer without such a running-
by sewer line nevertheless compel the extension (at the developer’s expense) of a nearby town sewer line to the developer’s tract?  Or, 
alternatively, could a developer planning a large-scale affordable housing development economically create an on-site waste-treatment 
facility itself?   
 
These practical considerations as well as the need for more affordable housing for strong societal reasons all counsel in favor of planning for 
affordable housing construction as part of the POCD.  Doing so would be a wise move on the merits of the importance of such housing 
development for all communities and could also serve to allow us to raise our percentage of affordable housing again to a point where we are 
no longer legally mandated to accept such housing with far less zoning constraint than for other development projects. 
 
Planning for affordable housing not only serves a farsighted purpose for the character of our town but also can save us a lot of collective 
angst. 

Scott Lawrence May 22, 2018 Dear Editors:  
  
The Wilton Planning and Zoning Commission would like to share the following updates:  
 
Proposed Regulation Amendment - Accessory Dwelling Units 
 



The Wilton Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 29, 2018, at 7:15 p.m. in the Town Hall Annex 
to begin consideration of changes to the Town of Wilton Zoning Regulations pertaining to accessory dwelling units.  A copy of the 
proposed regulation application is posted on the Town website and is attached here for reference.  Interested persons may chose to 
comment on the application in person at the public hearing or by writing to the Commission via the Planning and Zoning Department at 
238 Danbury Road, Wilton, CT  06897 or emailing communications to Town Planner Robert Nerney at  bob.nerney@wiltonct.org. 
 
Plan of Conservation and Development - Public Meeting and Work Session - June 2, 2018 
 
As part of the ongoing update of the Plan of Conservation and Development, the Commission will hold a public meeting on Saturday, June 
2, 2018, from 9 am to 12 pm, at the Town Hall Annex. Public comment on all POCD topics will be welcomed from 9-9:30 am and again 
from 11:30 to 12:00, with the goal of providing two time windows for comment from those who have been unable to attend the POCD 
meetings and workshops to date.  The Commission will use the remainder of the meeting for a work session on the POCD update.  
Comments may also be submitted by emailing the Commission at Wilton2029@gmail.com. 

Jason Caporrino May 17, 2018 Dear Members of the Board, 
 
I am a resident of Wilton along with my wife, two children (12) and (10) and our dog.  We love this town and have been thinking of ways 
to make the town center area more inviting and vibrant.  One way to do that is to make the town center more pedestrian friendly and to get 
people outside.  My suggestion is to convert the road that runs along the storefronts from the former Gap location (now vacant) to Wilton 
Hardware into a pedestrian plaza.  This is currently a little-used road with a handful of parallel parking spots that runs between River Road 
and the storefronts.  I think it would be the perfect setting for restaurants and coffee shops looking for outdoor dining and patio space, for 
stores to offer a sidewalk shopping experience, or for some park-like space with benches, tables, etc.  
 
Minimal investment would be required, some pavers, new lighting, maybe a fountain and an outdoor fireplace or two would transform that 
area.  This likely falls into the realm of public / private partnership (my understanding is that Kimco is the current property owner), but 
given the long-term vacancies at those properties and the general challenges facing retail, expanding the possible uses to gear them toward 
services may be appealing to the property owners.  Further, the plaza could easily extend across the street by laying some pavers across River 
Road to connect to Schneck’s Island, creating a “continuous space.”  Maybe even add some planters down the yellow line so drivers would 
have to slow down and take in the scene.  The Norwalk River runs very close to River Road at that section of Shneck’s.  With a little 
landscaping and perhaps some lighting it would be possible to bring the river, a hugely under-appreciated town feature, into the experience. 
 
This may fall into the realm of public / private partnership which will need to consider fire codes, permitting and the like.  However, given 
the persistent vacancies it is time think out of the box.  I don’t believe this would be onerously expensive relative to other alternatives and 
relative to the cost of long-term vacant space. 
 



Converting a portion of Shneck’s Island to a dog park would also be a great, low cost idea to attract year-round foot-traffic to that area.  It 
would give town residents a reason to get outside and come downtown in bad weather and in every season.  It would add a vibrancy to that 
area of town and it has the potential to be the heart of Wilton center. 
 
Unfortunately I will not be able to attend tonight’s meeting due to business travel, but would have loved the opportunity to speak to you all 
about this.    Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Colleen Fawcett May 16, 2018 In the Georgetown portion of your draft presentation you may want to add that a large portion of the residential Georgetown 
Neighborhood is located within a local historic district, including the town-owned G&B Cultural Arts Center (previously G&B school). 
This is not only an asset, many homes are on the National Historic Register in addition to being within a local Historic District, it also has 
implications for any new development, or change of development in the area protected.   Thank you for the opportunities to comment. 

Scott Lawrence May 15, 2018 As part of the ongoing update of Wilton’s 2019-2029 Plan of Conservation and Development, the Wilton Planning and Zoning 
Commission would like to invite the public to its next public workshop on Thursday, May 17, at 7 p.m., at Trackside Teen Center (15 
Station Road), to discuss Wilton Center and Villages.  
 
As a reminder, written comments on the plan, workshops or related topics may be submitted by emailing wilton2029@gmail.com or via the 
Plan of Conservation and Development website at www.wilton2029.com, where all information, presentations, comments, schedules, 
surveys and more are available for viewing.  
 
Finally, we encourage everyone to please complete the short online survey #4 on Community Assets and Infrastructure, available via the 
Wilton2029.com website or direct link address: “https://wilton2029.com/2018/04/26/pocd-survey-4-community-facilities/”. Responses are 
requested by May 14 for analysis at the next public workshop, but the survey will be kept open.  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, May 17, at 7 p.m., at Trackside. 

Alex Ruskewich May 13, 2018 I congratulate you for doing a fine job as moderator of the Town Hall Meeting last week. 
 
Though you could not be responsible for the accuracy of the statements made by some attendees, I believe that data not based on facts has 
led to many past bad decisions made here in Wilton. 
 
Since I know you are involved in other committees, I have attached a document that provides projections for the population of Wilton and 
projections for the number of potential students. The outlook is not good. The data is provided by the UCONN data center which as you 
will see in the attachment is the official source in CT and is funded by the Office of Policy Management. 
 
You will also see in the attachment that Wilton is not alone in heading for difficult times. We must start taking action now or we will be 
doing a disservice to our Town. 
 



On the last page you will also find links to the sites I used for the data I presented. 

Scott Lawrence May 8, 2018 As part of the ongoing update of Wilton's 2019-2029 Plan of Conservation and Development, the Wilton Planning and Zoning 
Commission would like to invite the public to its next Public Workshop on Thursday, May 17, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside Teen 
Center (15 Station Road), to discuss Wilton Center and Villages.   
 
As a reminder, written comments on the Plan, Workshops or related topics can be submitted by emailing "wilton2029@gmail.com" or via 
the Plan of Conservation and Development website at "www.wilton2029.com", where all information, presentations, comments, schedules, 
surveys and more are available for viewing.   
 
Finally, we encourage everyone to please complete the short online survey #4 on Community Assets and Infrastructure, available via the 
Wilton2029.com website or direct link address: "https://wilton2029.com/2018/04/26/pocd-survey-4-community-facilities/". Responses are 
requested by May 14 for analysis at the next Public Workshop, but the survey will be kept open.  
 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, May 17, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside. 

Nicole Wilson-Spiro April 30, 2018 The most important improvement for my quality of life and that of my children would be sidewalks on Ridgefield Rd, Belden Hill Rd and 
other major thoroughfares. 

S. Gardner April 26, 2018 Please participate in the planning process by completing this mini survey on community facilities. Once you've taken the survey, please share 
it with your friends and neighbors!  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/comm_facilities 
 
We will be collecting responses on May 14, 2018, though the survey will remain open. This is the 4th in a series of 6 mini surveys being 
implemented as part of the Plan of Conservation and Development update. 

Genevieve Eason April 26, 2018 Good morning, 
 
I just wanted to remind you to please reply by tomorrow if you are able to attend Monday’s presentation.  We hope to see you there. 

Genevieve Eason April 23, 2018 Dear members of the Planning and Zoning Commission and the POCD working group, 
 
Wilton Youth Council’s (WYC) Free Play Matters Task Force would like to extend a special invitation to you.  Lenore Skenazy, author of 
Free-Range Kids:  How to Raise Safe, Self-Reliant Children (without going nuts with worry!) is coming to Wilton. Her book, blog, and 
movement are dedicated to the fact that our kids are more capable, safer and smarter than our culture gives them credit. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/comm_facilities


Lenore will give a special presentation to school personal and town leaders from 1:30 to 3:00 pm on Monday, April 30, in the preschool 
multi-purpose room at Miller Driscoll.  She is irreverent and entertaining, and this is sure to be a moment of levity in your week.  We hope 
that you will take advantage of this opportunity to learn something while having a lot of fun at the same time. 
 
If you saw the recent article by Colleen Fawcett of Wilton Youth Services in Good Morning Wilton  you might already be familiar with the 
work of the Free Play Matters Task Force.  The task force was formed this past November, after Dr. Peter Gray spoke to professionals and 
volunteers in Wilton about the importance of free play to children’s development. 
 
Dr. Gray discussed the decline in free play over the last 50 years or so, and the concurrent rise in anxiety and depression in children and 
adolescents.  Dr. Suniya Luthar recently surveyed the Wilton High School student body and found that nearly 30% of our students have 
clinically significant levels of anxiety and depression.  Addressing this issue requires a variety of approaches.  One solution is to bring back 
more opportunities for our children to learn social and emotional skills through play. 
 
While it is a simple solution, it is not necessarily easy.  Society has changed, and childhood today is different than it was when we were 
young.  WYC’s Free Play Matters Task Force is focused on bringing awareness to the importance of play and creating more opportunities 
for children to have independence.  In part it requires education for adults, hence bringing Lenore to speak with adults in the community. 
 
We hope that you will join us for Lenore’s presentation.  Please RSVP to me (Genevieve.Eason@gmail.com) by Friday, April 27, if you 
would like to attend.  I will provide you with information to expedite entry to the building, as school will be in session.  
 
A documentary film crew who are working on a project about free play will be in attendance. They have been filming the work of the task 
force over the last few months, as well as the recent donation and student assembly of play kitchens at Miller Driscoll.  We are excited to be 
included in their nation-wide examination of this topic.  Town government is not participating in the documentary.  If you are filmed, you 
are not to identify yourself as a representative of the Town of Wilton.  If you prefer not to be filmed, we will identify you to the crew, and 
they will avoid you. 
 
If you are unable to attend in the afternoon, Lenore will be speaking to parents and the community at the Wilton Library at 10:00 am that 
morning (April 30).  If you prefer to see her there, please register online.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you and hope to see you on the 30th. 

Raphael Schlanger April 6, 2018 Please set up reminder emails for meetings as well as surveys. 
 
 Thanks. 

Scott Lawrence April 5, 2018 Tom and Bill,  
 



An update and request for your DTC/RTC members: We have our third online survey outstanding (Route 7 and Transportation) and are 
gearing up for our next public workshop on Community Assets and Infrastructure on Thursday, April 19, 7pm at Trackside.  
 
Could I ask the following be shared as widely as possible among your members and any email distribution lists for Wilton folks which you 
feel comfortable using for this purpose:  
 
1) Please encourage your members and Wilton friends to attend the workshop on April 19.  
 
2) Please share the online survey link with your members and Wilton friends and encourage completing the survey by April 16.  
 
3) Please encourage your members and Wilton friends to sign up for email distribution of future surveys and announcements by submitting 
a request on the website contact form or emailing Wilton2029@gmail.com.  
 
Thanks for your help 

Scott Lawrence April 5, 2018 Dear Editors: 
 
As part of the ongoing update of Wilton's 2019-2029 Plan of Conservation and Development, the Wilton Planning and Zoning 
Commission would like to invite the public to its next Public Workshop on Thursday, April 19, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside Teen 
Center (15 Station Road), to discuss Community Assets and Infrastructure.   
 
As a reminder, written comments on the Plan, Workshops or related topics can be submitted by emailing "wilton2029@gmail.com" or via 
the Plan of Conservation and Development website at "www.wilton2029.com", where all information, presentations, comments, schedules, 
surveys and more are available for viewing.   
 
Finally, we encourage everyone to please complete the short online survey #3 on Route 7 Development and Transportation in Wilton, 
available via the Wilton2029.com website or direct link address: "https://wilton2029.com/2018/03/29/wilton-pocd-survey-3-
transportation-and-route-7/". Responses are requested by April 16 for analysis at the next Public Workshop, but the survey will be kept 
open.  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, April 19, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside.  

 

Victoria Mavis March 28, 2018 I'd like to point out an error on p. 6 of the Housing Survey results. The question is "Where Do You Live in Wilton" yet the answers reflect 
the data from the next question on page 7 concerning who lives in your household. Could someone from MMI please correct this? Thank 
you. 

Scott Lawrence March 26, 2018 Sara,  



 
I'll try to individually respond on these limited procedural/logistics questions.  
 
1) FYI, there is no POCD subcommittee - it was used pre-launch for 1-2 meetings, but the full Commission took over all POCD matters 
directly from the launch onward.  
 
2) Email functionality was discussed with Milone at the workshop, last week by phone and again today by phone. They reported no issues 
with gmail generally and have not needed to use special services, like constant contact, in the past.  However, they did get a few 
bouncebacks due to misspelled addresses and report correcting a few emails. I verified your email with them. They plan to send the next 
survey at noon on Thursday, so we can use that as the next test of the email system. If there are other specific persons/emails having any 
issues, please email Bob and me and we can troubleshoot the issue.  
 
3) Repeating only what was said in prior meetings: we're getting about 270-280 responses to the online surveys (excluding in-meeting 
responses), but it is a self-selecting group - those who submitted emails and/or are on Facebook who get the survey links and choose to 
respond. This group may or may not be demographically/ideologically reflective of the town as a whole, and the questions are not "pre-
tested" to determine errors or bias. The online responses are likely reflective of those interested in town affairs, planning and the POCD 
process, which is important information, regardless. In contrast, we are told that the phone survey/surveyor uses recognized methods to 
draft survey questions, test them, obtain phone survey respondents and total question/survey responses and response rates to achieve a 
reasonable confidence that the responses are statistically significant and reflective of a town-wide response that should avoid self-selection or 
other bias or data gaps or issues. That requires considerably more survey planning, testing, administration, management and analysis. It is 
also why one statistically valid phone survey takes months to plan, administer and analyze and costs more than 6 online surveys combined, 
which can be run in a much shorter time frame.   

Sara Curtis March 26, 2018 At the March 12 POCD Special Meeting and the March 15 Working Group Rt 7 and Transportation Meeting members of the public 
advised P&Z that they were not receiving the MMI emails containing the topic survey links even though they had previously provided their 
email addresses. P&Z advised they would get back to MMI to determine the reason.  
 
I would also like to clarify the following:  
 
The survey results are not "statistically valid" according to MMI. Is this because of methodology or total response rate? If metholdology (e.g. 
inability of survey structure to ensure Wilton only or single respondent responses) can the structure be improved? If due to total responses 
then what level would MMI consider statistically valid?  
 
I hope you can provide an update this evening and that both questions can be addressed prior to the next survey. Please feel free to use my 
address (previously provided) as a test for the email distribution list. 



 
Thank you. 

Brooke Stewart 
Disbrow 

March 20, 2018 If we have to have more high-density housing, I am in favor of having it on Route 7.... south of Lambert Corner. I am not in favor of high 
density housing on any other roads.... especially Ridgefield Road! 

Victoria Mavis March 19, 2018 I'd like to call your attention to an amendment Ridgefield recently enacted in January 2018 to their zoning regulations which specifically 
incentivizes builders to include more affordable housing units in their new developments. Within their Business Zones Use portion of code, 
the relevant amended section is 5.7 appearing on pp.22-24 of the link provided below. This modification allows for 16 units per acre in 
business designated zones only (no less than 30% of the units being designated affordable and deed restricted for 40 years), provides more 
parking flexibility, can only be done via special permit and includes an architectural review approval. 
 
https://www.ridgefieldct.org/sites/ridgefieldct/files/uploads/04.04.17_regs_05_rev-_01.02.2018_mixed-
use_residential_dwelling_unit_increase.pdf 
 
 I hope you might consider the merits of such a measure for Wilton as the Town grapples with ways to address our various housing needs. 
Thanks. 

Patti Frisch March 14, 2018 To the Historical Society, Norwalk River Valley Trail and Norwalk River Watershed Association, YMCA, Parks and Recreation, Chamber 
of Commerce : 
 
I am an interested Town resident who is participating in the POCD workshops that are being conducted by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to update our Town's Plan of Conservation and Development.  I think your organization should have a voice in these 
deliberations and hope you will attend and be heard! 
 
The next workshop is tomorrow night, Thursday, March 15th at 7:00pm, at the Library.  The POCD presentation and public conversation 
at this workshop will focus on the future of Rte. 7 and Transportation. What changes should be considered for Rte. 7? Is transportation in 
our area all that it can be? What are the opportunities and what are the obstacles? In addition at this same meeting, the results of the 
Housing Survey recently conducted among Wilton residents will be shared and discussed....it will be important to see this and add your 
thoughts. 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission regularly posts notices about these workshops and invited the public to reach out to important 
stakeholders to attend and participate.   
 
I would like to ask you to attend and to pass this on to whoever you think may have an interest in these important joint deliberations that 
will guide the future of development and land use in Wilton. 
 
Thank you, 



Scott Lawrence March 13, 2018 Kevin,  
 
At last night's PZC meeting, the commission briefly discussed the issue of the discrepancy between the census numbers in response to your 
and another person's question. Feel free to review the tape/video, but to summarize: We're still in data gathering mode and are aware of the 
discrepancy, but do not yet see a need to pick one set over the other. We will be keeping both data sets in mind and the trends they portend 
for our discussions over the coming months. It is possible that by the time the commission begins to work on defining objectives, goals and 
strategies in the fall, further or updated data may be available and/or Milone may have updated thoughts on the data to be used. 

Scott Lawrence March 13, 2018 Dear Toni, Gail and Tom,  
 
This Thursday, 7pm at the Wilton Library Brubeck Room, the Wilton Planning and Zoning Commission will be holding its next Public 
Workshop for the POCD update to discuss Route 7 and Transportation issues in Wilton. The Commission would welcome your thoughts, 
particularly on the most active state programs and initiatives affecting development of the Route 7 transportation corridor, transit-oriented 
districting and zoning, and Wilton-specific opportunities for improvements and funding. You are welcome to provide thoughts in 
attendance or by email, whenever and how is most convenient, though the workshops provide a great opportunity for an interactive public 
discussion.   
 
Workshop materials, including the draft transportation analysis, schedules and more, are available at POCD website at 
www.wilton2029.com.www.wilton2029.com.   
 
Hope the snow isn't getting you down! 

Kevin Hickey March 11, 2018 Hi Scott, 
 
What numbers has POCD decided to use as the base for further discussion?  Thank you. 

Bill Brautigam March 7, 2018 Thanks to each of you for volunteering your time and talent to guide, support, and lead the creation of a Plan of Conversation and 
Development for Wilton. 
 
I attended the workshop held on February 22nd, and listened with interest as many citizens expressed their concerns for alternative options 
for new development, where they might locate, alternative types, etc. Many were excellent thoughts. However, I would recommend that 
before development alternatives are studied, discussed, accepted, or rejected, a workshop be conducted to determine “what is the problem we 
are trying to solve?” Until 
this is addressed, the analysis of alternatives without the context of what issues the citizens want to address, could result in sub-optional 
decisions. 
Some options might include: 
 
 Increasing the diversity of the population 



 Encouraging retirees to stay or move into Wilton 
 Making Wilton center a vibrant attraction 
 Increasing the number of school aged children in town 
 Decreasing the number of school aged children in town 
 Increasing the grand list 
 
I’m certain there are many more options to add to the examples above. Once the list is considered complete, a workshop should be held to 
prioritize the options. Then, the various development alternatives can be analyzed to see which one(s) best meets the prioritized 
requirements. I’d recommend the Commission determine what the citizens’ future vision for the town is first, then develop the Plan of 
Conservation and Development that best matches the requirements, rather than debating and selecting development alternatives without a 
clearly understood and agreed future vision. 

Scott Lawrence March 7, 2018 Dear Editors: 
 
As part of the ongoing update of Wilton's 2019-2029 Plan of Conservation and Development, the Wilton Planning and Zoning 
Commission would like to invite the public to its next Public Workshop on Thursday, March 15, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wilton Library 
Brubeck Room, to discuss Route 7 and Transportation in Wilton.   
 
As a reminder, written comments on the Plan, Workshops or related topics can be submitted by emailing "wilton2029@gmail.com" or via 
the Plan of Conservation and Development website at "www.wilton2029.com", where all information, presentations, comments, schedules, 
surveys and more are available for viewing.   
 
Finally, we encourage everyone to please complete the short online survey on housing in Wilton, available via the Wilton2029.com website 
or direct link address: "https://wilton2029.com/2018/03/01/mini-survey-on-housing/". Responses are requested by March 12 for analysis at 
the next Public Workshop, but the survey will be kept open.  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, March 15, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wilton Library 

Rebecca Augur March 5, 2018 We collect submissions every Monday morning, and post them. We cannot do it more frequently than that. 

Scott Lawrence March 5, 2018 Rebecca,  
 
Please see below - thoughts?   Copying POCD email as further test and to include in record.  

Jim Jarvie March 3, 2018 I'm very happy to see the new POCD process underway and for the opportunity for the many town commissions and the public to 
participate in the shaping of our town's future. I look forward to attending more of the meetings and providing feedback. One of my 
sincerest hopes is that we can find ways to encourage development in designated high development areas along Route 7 and Wilton Town 



Center instead of extending such development into Residential 2+ Acre zoned areas which offer the bucolic open space, rural heritage, that 
makes Wilton unique from other towns and should be preserved. 

Victoria Mavis March 2, 2018 Dear Scott and Fellow Commissioners, 
  
I'd like to call to your attention the fact that the POCD website www.wilton2029.com appears not to be reflecting comments and questions 
submitted by some residents. In my own case, I have tried a couple of times this week to submit content. Based on what others have sent me 
and told me, there is content submitted by other residents that has also similarly not appeared. 
  
Could you check with MMI on why this may be so, and when it may be fixed? 
  
Here is the latest submission I sent in this week on Thursday, 3/1 after not seeing a previous submission appear that was sent in earlier last 
week: 
 
Once again, I do not see a comment and questions I submitted previously here, but I will try again. 
 
1) What was the point of the Housing draft survey questions if not to poll the public who attended the one and only Housing specific 
meeting on Feb. 22nd?  
 
2) Now that there is a mini survey posted on the website, will only those who respond to that prior to March 12th constitute the extent of 
data collection specific to what residents believe are Wilton's housing needs and where high density builds should be located in town?  
 
3) Why not keep up these surveys for at least a month if not the entire duration of the input gathering phase? Wouldn't that represent a 
more meaningful result? 
 
4) When will P&Z identify the key stakeholders in this process and make it clear who and which organizations have been contacted, beyond 
town commissions? Has the Village District Committee been alerted to the May 17th meeting on Wilton Center, have state rep Gail 
Lavielle and Senator Toni Boucher been contacted about the March 15th meeting on Transportation/Rte. 7? 
 
5) Why are MMI relying on CT DOT population projections for Wilton instead of CT State Data Center projections which show a 
decline of 20% through the year 2040? At the Feb. 22nd Housing meeting presenter Rebecca Augur only murkily explained this by claiming 
there was a 'mathematical model' for the DOT figures and that State Data Center figs tended to underestimate, especially in the Fairfield 
County area, but this was not supported by any back-up data or sources. And no one from P&Z has even questioned this. Meanwhile our 
BOF are using State Data Center figs for their budgeting purposes. 
 
6) When will these questions be answered? 

http://www.wilton2029.com/


Victoria Mavis February 27, 2018 1) What was the point of the housing draft survey questions MMI included in the Feb. 22nd presentation if not to poll residents?  
 

2) Since none of those draft questions were asked of the public who attended the Feb. 22 Housing meeting, how will MMI and P&Z 
collect data based on the opinions of residents? Will there be a live survey? If so, when? 

 
3) Do ALL of the P&Z members accept the population figs presented by MMI (p.4 of 2/22 presentation) that have relied heavily on CT 

DOT projections indicating an increase versus the projected decline by more than 20% through the year 2040 issuing from the State 
Data Center? MMI merely stated their preference for CT DOT data was based on 'a mathematical model' and the supposed fact that 
the State Data Center tends to underestimate especially in Fairfield County.' This was never explained. And no one questioned it. 
Only resident Patti Frisch rightfully asked to see the demand for what is driving the types of new housing we have heard various 
officials claim Wilton needs. 

 
4) In addition to my earlier still unanswered question about key stakeholders, will P&Z/MMI reach out to members of the Village 

District Committee if they haven't already to inform them of the POCD process and in particular the May 17th meeting focusing on 
Wilton Center and Villages? 

 
5) When will any of these important questions posed on the website be answered? 

Sara Curtis February 26, 2018 After many months of requesting through emails, during public meetings, in person and through the POCD website I remain concerned 
that there has been no confirmation of key stakeholder engagement in this process and no response to our questions on this matter. The 
MMI presentations and unfortunately assumptions are void of any input from such groups as the Inland Wetlands Commission, NRWA, 
Go Green, Garden Club, Wilton Land Trust.... and many others whose membership is extensive and whose programs and volunteers 
impact all aspects of our community. If (as confirmed during Feb 8th POCD meeting) conservation, sustainability and quality of life issues 
permeate all of the topics and priorities why would we wait any longer to seek their input and why are we waiting until late June to hold that 
Public Workshop? 

Donna Harakas February 26, 2018 I am extremely perplexed why the first survey was removed in February 19th!! My husband and I have been travelling and we are shocked 
this survey would not be for a longer period of time! 

Sara Curtis February 26, 2018 After many months of requesting through emails, during public meetings, in person and through the POCD website I remain concerned 
that there has been no confirmation of key stakeholder engagement in this process and no response to our questions on this matter. The 
MMI presentations and unfortunately assumptions are void of any input from such groups as the Inland Wetlands Commission, NRWA, 
Go Green, Garden Club, Wilton Land Trust.... and many others whose membership is extensive and whose programs and volunteers 
impact all aspects of our community. If (as confirmed during Feb 8th POCD meeting) conservation, sustainability and quality of life issues 
permeate all of the topics and priorities why would we wait any longer to seek their input and why are we waiting until late June to hold that 
Public Workshop? 

Kevin Hickey February 25, 2018 I think Mr. Sauvigne is way off with this "silent majority" and "small number of people" tangent. Wilton better start listening to all the 
people not just a person like Mr. Sauvigne whose home is tucked away on Fox Run. Sensible Wilton had thousands of signatures for a 2nd 



Miller Driscoll Town Meeting yet our Town Government arrogantly refused leading to a Judge stating that the people of Wilton were 
"disenfranchised". .This Wilton arrogant disenfranchisement will not happen again especially where it concerns scenic roads such as 
Ridgefield and Cannon. You can bet on that... 

Max Fanwick February 22, 2018 Dear Planning and Zoning Commission Members:  
 

Thank you for granting me time today to speak at the “PLAN OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL 
MEETING” and to read this letter. Tonight, you spent a fair portion of the meeting discussing agenda points:  
 

3. Presentation of housing data, housing trends 
4. Strategic/focus group planning regarding housing 

 

I, as I am sure many of you, have noticed a lot of work being done in the community to create ways for older community members to stay in 
town longer. There has been great work done by members of the community including the establishment of Wilton Commons, led by Phil 
Lauria. While trying to stop these residents from moving out of Wilton as their children leave home has many merits this is to a degree 
outside of the town’s control with factors such as retirement, want for more manageable sized residences and warmer weather.  
 

With such strong and passionate dialogues focusing in recent times on issues such as Age Restricted Developments an issue just as 
important seems to have fallen by the wayside, attracting millennials to Wilton. The median age of Wilton residents is 42.9 while the rest of 
Connecticut sits at 39.9 and the fastest growing local cities of Stamford and Norwalk sit at 37.9 and 37.7 respectively. The ability to attract 
a younger population to put down roots in the community before they start, or as they are starting, families is essential to the long-term 
health of any community. As one of the younger members of the audience here tonight I thought it important to step forward and present 
some important ideas held by many in my generation, which, according to the Brookings Institute, will account for 1 in 3 Adults by 2020.  
 

Many people will point out in Stamford and Norwalk there are other reasons for the youth movement missing from Wilton, a vibrant night 
life, large scale apartment buildings and more. I have come to content though that Wilton can maintain the character of the town while 
attracting the next generation of residents. Millennials are looking for what Wilton has to offer such as vibrant public spaces, a close-knit 
community and a strong priority placed on the need for education. Many people may not realize but the millennial generation carries with it 
several stats that can make it a strong pillar of the community too.  
 

1. 54% either want to start a business or already have started one and 35% of millennials have at least started their own side business 
to generate more income.  

2. 33% of millennials ages 26-33 have at least a college degree, a higher percent than any previous generation.  
3. 74% want flexible work schedules, 88% prefer a collaborative work culture rather than a competitive one and 64% percent of 

Millennials would rather make $40,000 a year at a job they love than $100,000 a year at a job they think is boring.  
4. They are more tolerant of different races and groups than older generations (47 percent versus 19 percent), with 45 percent 

agreeing with preferential treatment to improve the position of minorities.  



Having started my own business, Explorator Media, while in University I can attest to the entrepreneurial spirit of my generation that 
attract private sector growth to Wilton. Millennials place great importance on the values of entrepreneurship, education, sustainability, 
family life, community and tolerance, all important values to Wilton.  
 

Millennials are looking to newer trends in housing though, an area where Wilton sadly lags. Unlike previous generations though that have 
looked to larger residences millennials are seeking out smaller one. Many such residences in Fairfield County have taken the form of 
apartments and condos but a newer trend is growing with millennials and the country, Tiny Homes. This trend has proven perfect for a 
generation that cares more about sustainability than materialism. Millennials also tent to earn less than previous generations and yet carry 
more student debt leading them to smaller residences.  
 

Not only do Tiny Homes prove perfect for millennials but they also prove perfect for Wilton. Tiny home regulations can be put in place to 
help new homes match the existing character of the town, a critical issue for many residents. Tiny homes, which generally average below 
400 sq. feet, blend in better with their surroundings as well. Tiny homes also tend to use significantly less water and often have separate grey 
water management systems meaning they do not require significant leaching fields for septic tanks.  
 

Wilton does have guidelines for the building of accessory dwellings covered under “Zoning Regulations” 29-4.C. The guidelines however 
do not truly permit tiny homes to be primary residences. In effect this stops potential builders of tiny homes from investing in Wilton. 
Communities around the nation are starting to take notice of the growing movement and create special regulations for these unique 
structures. The Town of Rockledge, Florida, which has a similar population to Wilton at 25,000, created special regulations to promote 
communities of tiny homes to prevent larger and more intrusive commercial development. In Rockledge they established two new types of 
zoning districts:  
 

1. Redevelopment Mixed Use (RMU). In these zones the city hopes that tiny houses will help spur economic revitalization, and 
create more ‘walkable’ neighborhoods.  

2. Planned Unit Development (PUD). Essentially a ‘pocket neighborhood’ for tiny houses. Planners added the requirement for 
porches for tiny houses on wheels, to help encourage a community of people who intend to put down roots in the city. (Source: 
View Point Cloud)  

 

The American Tiny Home Association has a website which details some model regulations for tiny home and which I encourage you to 
take some time to look at (http://accessorydwellings.org/2014/11/25/model-code-for-accessory-dwelling-units/). One of the most 
important factors here is the ability for Wilton to create regulation for tiny homes as they see fit for them to better co-exist within the long-
term vision for the town. Tiny homes can be an important part of this vision though, they can server to ease the towns needs for affordable 
housing, they can serve as waypoints for afore mentioned families downsizing or individuals and couples that do not yet have children. 
There are numerous needs these homes could come to serve in the community.  
 

Such a development could be a great alternative to larger projects sought by developers in Wilton. One such project that caused much recent 
controversy was the proposed Age Restricted Development on Ridgefield Rd. Such a property would be the perfect location for a Planned 
Unit Development, or “pocket neighborhood”. If a community of tiny homes were to be built on that property in could be done with 



sustainable methods to prevent the need to extend the sewer lines and modern landscaping and design techniques can keep the development 
within the character of the town. Occupancy and age restrictions could keep some of the positive ideas for the original project and the size 
of the homes would maintain the open space so important to the town. The 400sq. feet a tiny home takes up is only 15% of the average 
American home and over a 15 unit development could save over 33,000, over ¾ of an acre, of coverage.  
 

While tiny houses and “pocket neighborhoods” they do require their own unique and special set of zoning regulations which I want to 
encourage you to actively integrate into the process of developing the new Wilton POCD. This trend is currently on the rise and is sure to 
make significant strides between now and 2029, when the POCS will next be redone. Tiny homes so not require two acres to be built, in 
fact three homes could be built in that space with less coverage, better resource usage and without any concerns over leeching fields being 
too close to well. This is doubly true of areas in town where city water is available. Tiny home regulations, just as age restricted development 
regulations that are already in place, should be taken seriously and given the exploration and research they deserve as one of the fastest 
growing home trends in the country.  
 

This is Wilton’s opportunity to enable the development of a younger population looking to contribute to the long-term growth of the town. 
This is Wilton’s opportunity to continue the strives made in recent years by the town towards sustainability and better use of resources. This 
is Wilton’s opportunity to create the needed quota of affordable housing on our own terms. This is Wilton’s opportunity to actively prevent 
the visions developers have for our town from overtaking the vision we look to set out for ourselves. This is Wilton’s opportunity to put our 
town on the forefront of a national movement, to serve as a model for communities around the country.  
 

If you would like additional information about of the material covered here please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 

Donald Sauvigne February 18, 2018 (Scott et al---due to conflicts I will not be able to attend the meeting on February 22, hence am submitting these comments in advance.  
Thank you.  Don Sauvigne)  
 

Awareness and participative community involvement in any community requires citizens to be involved all along the way.  And as in any 
potentially controversial event--this time regarding housing and future development --it is those who become directly involved (usually a 
small group) speak the loudest while a majority sits on the sidelines. Witness town voter percentages over the years. Hence, understand that 
the minority viewpoint does not always represent the interests of the majority.  
 

Hence, I believe that the "greater good" interest of the entire citizenry of town demands current and future development activities to support 
demographics shifts, grand list growth, and improved competitive standing with our neighboring town and a long term modification on 
residential lot size and locations. The past models of two acre zoning, while limiting  group, cluster, or common ground ownership no 
longer support the housing diversity needs of our future.  
 

As an example, two current considerations on Ridgefield and Cannon Roads recognize changing housing needs.  I can understand the 
personal interests of proximate neighbors to 183, but feel that their position re AROD is misguided; misunderstood, and dismissive of the 
current and future needs of Wilton.    The facts are we live in a very different environment now versus 20-40 years ago.  Very different.  The 



economic livelihood of Wilton needs additional assets on the grand list to support the town.  We know that state revenue sharing and 
taxation of municipalities will become more severe in the future.     
 

Additionally the entire character of the demography of the town has and will continue to change with residents over 55 becoming a major 
population dynamic.  Downsized cluster housing is in great demand in Fairfield County and many of our neighboring towns are embracing 
that need to the benefit of their town and citizens. We too need to remain competitive for this market segment. And we all know that this 
segment requires far fewer town services yet supplies a significant portion of the tax revenue for the town. 
 

I do not believe that cluster and common ground like developments will demean or diminish in any way our living standards and character 
of the town; nor will such developments detract from our scenic rural beauty.  
 

So please consider these comments/ requirements for the long term interests of the town in your POCD process. 

Bob Carney February 17, 2018 I appreciate the community outreach that the Commission has done, and am responding to the invitation at the high school meeting to 
send suggestions.  I have one: Incorporate into the 2029 plan a design for a multi-use development in Wilton Center. Although they are far 
more ambitious than what we'll be able to do, I suspect, such community centers in Southlake and Plano, Texas, in Tysons Corner, 
Virginia, and even in nearby South Norwalk, offer a vision that we might borrow. A central gathering place, ground-floor retail, second and 
third levels devoted to office and residential space would add to the appeal of the town for both families, seniors and corporations. Unless 
we are agree to less-than-two-acre zoning elsewhere in town, Town Center offers our best hope to a) grow the grand list, b) provide a more 
welcoming environment for retailers, and c) create a common space for events, meetings, concerts, etc.. Thank you. 

Scott Lawrence February 15, 2018  Dear Editors: 
 

As part of the ongoing update of the Wilton's 2019-2029 Plan of Conservation and Development, the Wilton Planning and Zoning 
Commission would like to invite the public to attend a Public Workshop on Thursday, February 22, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside Teen 
Center (15 Station Road), to discuss housing in Wilton. Please join us for this important community discussion.  
 

For those unable to attend, please feel free to write the Commission with your thoughts by emailing "wilton2029@gmail.com" or visiting 
the Plan of Conservation and Development website at "www.wilton2029.com", where you can submit comments and view planning 
presentations, submitted public comments, online surveys, planning and scheduling updates and more. Finally, please also like and share the 
Wilton 2029 Plan Facebook page, accessible via the website, to get scheduling updates and invitations to events and online surveys. 
 

We look forward to seeing you on February 22 at 7:00 p.m. at Trackside. 

Victoria Mavis February 15, 2018 Why is the first and only survey thus far released to the community expiring on 2/19? Why not keep it up on the website to cull as much 
potential feedback as possible?  To eliminate it from the website within barely a little over a week since it first debuted doesn't seem 
consistent with the goal of obtaining data from as many residents as possible via this process as P&Z and MMI claim to want. 

Scott Lawrence February 13, 2018 Dear Tom and Bill,  
 



As you have hopefully have heard, the Planning and Zoning Commission has kicked off the update of the town's Plan of Conservation and 
Development. We are looking to maximize public participation in this process and would welcome the DTC's and RTC's help, as key 
community leadership organizations, in providing input, spreading the word and upping public participation.  
To start, the Commission is holding a series of monthly Public Workshops to discuss key planning issues with our expert consultant in an 
interactive setting. The next workshop will cover housing and will happen at 7pm on February 22, 2018 at Trackside.  We'd welcome your 
members' attendance and your help in encouraging others, whether the general public or key stakeholder groups or organizations, to attend 
and/or contribute comment to this and future workshops.   
 

Second, please visit and explore the Plan website at wilton2029.com.  The website is the center and clearinghouse for the Plan update 
process, containing all data analysis, workshop presentations, schedules, surveys (to come) and public comment collections.  

 

Third, please share that public can provide written comments anytime via the website comment box or by emailing wilton2029@gmail.com, 
cc'd here. Written comments are always encouraged, given that there is only so much time we can dedicate to live public comment time at 
each Public Workshop, though we will try to maximize such time under the circumstances.   

 

Fourth, there is a Wilton 2029 Plan Facebook page, which is listed and linkable through the website. This will be used to provide 
scheduling and survey updates, rather serve as a forum for public discussion due to FOIA concerns, but we'd encourage people to like and 
share the Facebook page to get automatic invitations and updates.  

 

If you have any questions or comments on this message, the process or otherwise, please direct them to the wilton2029@gmail.com address 
so that the consultant and/or Commission can review and address as needed. This will also help us comply with FOIA and public record 
preservation requirements.   
 

Thank you in advance for your input and help!   

Patti Frisch February 9, 2018 Rebecca, I am sending you a link to the seniors study the town did in 2011 that I mentioned last night at the public launch.  I think the 
POCD review and update process would be enriched if MMI and the Commissioners reviewed past studies like this one (and the 2001 
Master Plan for Town Center Study.  I also request that you post both studies (and any others you are aware of) on the 2029 POCD 
website for the general public. http://www.wiltonct.org/info/documents/wiltonseniorsurvey2011.pdf 

Beverly Brokaw February 9, 2018 It was nice meeting you last night at the Wilton 2029 meeting.  It’s great to see such a concentrated, focused effort to set a new, aspirational 
yet attainable vision for the town.  From what I heard last night, there are a lot of great people working very hard to understand what we 
want Wilton to be.  There are obviously a significant number of challenges we face but I might have a solution that inherently solves for 
most, if not all, of them.  I believe Wilton could seriously benefit from becoming a certified “Blue Zone.”   
 

Imagine if Wilton could be *nationally* and locally recognized as the first town in the Northeast to: 
 

-Achieve aggressive increases in physical and emotional health, life and work environment evaluation, healthy behaviors and basic access to 
health resources as measured by the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index. 
 

http://www.wiltonct.org/info/documents/wiltonseniorsurvey2011.pdf


-Build a living environment for the long haul that truly leverages the access we have to trails, parks, fields, farms, historical sites and our 
beautiful river, better connecting residents and business people to our local resources and town center. 
 

-Markedly increase productivity and reported happiness of employees of our local businesses making them highly desirable places to work. 
 

-Increase kids performance in our schools because they are better able to focus and avoid afflictions that otherwise inhibit their ability to be 
their best:  sick-related absences, obesity, autoimmune disease, ADD, sensory disorders, depression and many others. 
 

-Ensure our senior citizens truly “live” longer with lower incidence of disease, lack of mobility and sense of isolation that is becoming the 
norm for typical Americans. 
 

-Attract more community- and sustainability-minded new residents interested in living long, healthy lives in a future-oriented, thriving 
town that still respects its history and natural resources. 
 

-Meaningfully connect like-minded citizens *in person* in creative ways; going against the growing trend of living in isolation. 
 

-See astronomical increases in volunteerism adding potentially millions of dollars in value to town amenities. 
 

-Boost economic vitality (and property values) despite a struggling state economy because we are a place people genuinely want to live, work 
and visit. 
 

-Generate positive media coverage for and drive people from miles around to our BZ-certified restaurants that offer healthful kids meals, 
locally grown produce, sustainable practices, food waste reduction and natural ingredients. 
 

-Measurably reduce smoking rates, BMI and markers for the most common diseases thereby lowering healthcare and claims costs of Wilton 
citizens. 
 

…And on and on... 
 

Other American towns, I believe about 30 or 40, are doing this now and about 70 others are working to get their certification.  We would 
be the first in the Northeast.  Here’s what we’d have to do: 
 

-At least 25% of public schools have to agree to be certified.  Most changes are fairly simple and already aligned with our schools focus on 
wellbeing. 
 

-At least 50% of the top 20 community identified employers become certified.  Again, it’s straightforward changes:  ex: offer healthy food 
options, movement opportunities and stress management education.  The upside for participating companies has been tremendous. 
 

-At least 25% of independent or locally-owned restaurants have to become certified.  There would not be a shortage of favorite comfort 
foods, it would just be easier to eat fresh, local, healthy yet Blue Zones-consultant-approved options. 
 



-At least 25% of grocery stores become Blue Zones certified and benefit from the awareness driven by that status.  (You can still get your 
junk food, you will just have to walk past an increase in strategically-placed healthy options to get to it.) 
 

-Work with the Blue Zones local and national experts to get programs up and running and sustainable for the long term. 
-Work with them to come up with a full schedule of community engagement events, many of which would be led by their experts for the 
first few years. 
 

Blue Zones Project, while a massive 3-10 year commitment is time-tested and measurable.  Blue Zones consultants across each category 
would be assigned to Wilton and they would reside here for the overhaul. Templates exist for marketing materials, best practices, grant 
requests etc.  It would still be a lot of work but it would be work that would last through 2029 and set Wilton up for a long, prosperous, 
healthy future. 
 

What Blue Zones is NOT: 
 

-It’s not a program that has to be funded by tax dollars nor by state funds.  Funding typically comes from federal grants, local businesses, 
private citizens/philanthropists, health insurance companies, and hospital systems. 
 

-It’s not a program that takes away liberties.  It’s a program that optimizes the built environment for healthier lifestyles making the right 
choice the easy choice. 
 

-It’s not a program where everyone has to decide to diet, join gyms, run marathons and make difficult lifestyle changes.  It’s quite the 
opposite; it’s designed to make healthy behaviors simply a part of life in Wilton.  For most people they would realize they are eating better, 
moving more, connecting better in more positive, meaningful ways more often yet without it being a struggle.   
 

In 2009 Blue Zones selected Albert Lea, Minnesota as their first charter town.  In many ways it was similar to Wilton.  20,000 people, 50% 
store vacancy, struggling economy and property values.  They are now thriving.  The key was that their leadership was aligned with the Blue 
Zones goals— local government, mayor, employers, grocery stores, school board, non-profits and citizens.   
 

Please take a look at the attached brochure and website link below.  If you agree this is something we should pursue, please let me know 
how best to proceed.  I will be contacting Lynn Vanderslice, Vivian Shu and Wilton Go Green.  I look forward to your feedback. 
 

Just so you understand why I am so passionate about this, I myself struggle with multiple autoimmune conditions yet through lifestyle 
changes 100% aligned with the Blue Zones principles I was able to go off all medications and lead a relatively normal, healthy, mobile 
life.  Five and a half years ago I was seeing the best doctors in the world, on three serious medications and getting sicker and sicker.  In the 
five and a half years I’ve been med-free I calculate I have saved my insurance company at least $1,000,000.   You can see why health insurers 
were the first to approach the author of the Blue Zones. 
 

Thanks very much for your consideration, 



Victoria Mavis February 3, 2018 1) Shouldn't this website and the new document be entitled www.wilton2019.com and Wilton2019 POCD? I have spoken to many who 
were baffled by the significance of the name timing-wise; the name of the website and process would be more apt in naming them 2019 
since that is when the document will be effective, not 2029, and considering the fact that the POCD can undergo earlier updates like 
this one is from 2010. 

 

2) Beyond the townwide commissions, where is the list of all key stakeholders MMI and the Town have reached out to to participate in 
this process, and will they be present at next week's public launch meeting on 2/8? Does the list include representatives from Trout 
Unlimited, Wilton Tree Committee, Norwalk River Watershed Initiative and Wilton Historical Society among others? 

 

3) Has Wilton's 2001 Master Plan for the Town Center been shared with MMI? And will it be shared with the public during this update 
process? It may be worth re-examining in light of the Town Center being once again identified as a top priority now in 2018 (what was 
recommended, what was or was not implemented and why). 

 

4) Will feedback on the MMI questionnaire from the remaining 14 entities who have not yet supplied input continue to be sought, the 
Inland/Wetlands Commission in particular? Who will urge this compliance (MMI or P&Z)?  

 

Thank you! 

Brian Sullivan January 26, 2018 As I review the comments from Boards and Commissions ... what occurs to me is that the Town may want to consider different zoning for 
areas closer to town (walkable). I am thinking of more dense housing and smaller in size to make it economically feasible for the Town and 
prospective residents and those downsizing. Look at housing near downtown New Canaan. 

Sara Curtis January 22, 2018 This is my third submission to the website. Prior comments and questions were not responded to or included in the recent group of emails 
available at P&Z subcommittee meeting held Jan 18th. None of the Board or Commission public meetings that included POCD discussion 
or workshops, intended to provide essential input to the MMI questionnaire, were posted on this site. Residents should not have to search 
each individual Board or Commission to identify when and where they can attend the public meetings. These meetings should be populated 
by MMI per the contract page 3 section 3.2.5. 

Susan DiLoreto January 6, 2018 I am writing as chairwoman of the Conservation Commission.  The Conservation Commission would like to know when we as a 
Commission will be invited by P&Z to elaborate on and discuss with Milone & MacBroom on the questionnaire that we are returning on 
to Rebecca Augur of Milone & MacBroom on 1/17/18.  Thank you. 

Patrice Gillespie December 15, 2017 As the former Executive Director of the Norwalk River Watershed Association, news like this makes me really worry about properties and 
infrastructure along the Norwalk River — including Town Center. I have a number of photos of the severe flooding that occurred in April 
2011, due to over-development; how can I share those with you? MUCH wider riparian buffers and much more prudent, flood-conscious 
building practices in the river valley are needed.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Genevieve Eason December 14, 2017 I would love to participate in public workshops. Thank you! 

Patricia Frisch December 12, 2017 1. I want to be involved in the survey and workshops. 
2. I think there needs to be much more publicity about the process than just this website to foster public awareness & encourage public 
participation. 

https://www.ecowatch.com/extreme-weather-climate-change-2517180162.html


3. There should be a survey on this website that people can log in and answer questions thoughtfully, rather than be telephoned. 
4. I think the first draft of the survey would not provide useful information for the review and update of the POCD. 

Victoria Mavis December 4, 2017 1) When will the telephone survey take place in December? 
2) Are 400 households still the target for this telephone survey? 
3) I have volunteered to our Planning office to participate in focus groups--when will these be forming? 
4) When is the first public meeting in this process that will allow members of the public to comment and ask questions? 
Thanks. 

Patrice Gillespie November 26, 2017 To Rebecca of Milone & MacBroom and to the Wilton P&Z Commission:  
 
Recent discussions at Wilton Energy Commission and Wilton Go Green meetings have shown that both entities look forward to 
contributing ideas and suggestions as Wilton's POCD gets revised. I for one want to submit a few thoughts here. 
 

This coming Tuesday, on Day One of the 2017 annual convention of the CT Council of Municipalities, a comprehensive new program 
called Sustainable CT will be launched. An abundance of projects that CT cities and towns can take on to advance local best practices 
around sustainability will be presented. I, as one of about 200 professional and volunteer program designers, town planners, et. al., took part 
in the development of this state-wide initiative, and I look forward to the public release of the results of our work. Of particular interest to 
CT’s Planning & Zoning Commissioners will be the guidance materials coming out of the ”Dynamic & Resilient Planning" working group. 
ALL of the resources will be available online after Nov. 28th at www.SustainableCT.org  
 

It is hoped the Wilton will be an early adopter of the principles set forth by this program, and as such, become a leader in this regard. 
 

One other hope of mine: that the Wilton 2029 document will have a proper index, so that anyone using the POCD as the easy-to-use 
reference book it should be can quickly locate all instances in which a particular topic is mentioned. Thanks for your consideration. 

 


