
Commenter Name Date Comment

Peter W Squitieri 31-Jul-19

Wilton is generally low on the amenities that would attract people (especially younger people) to the town, compared to other 

neighboring towns. For example:

1. New Canaan has been developing Waveny Park for 50 years, and has baseball and soccer fields, a community pool, paddle 

tennis and tennis courts, a large dog park, and acres of open space, some groomed, some wild. Wilton doesn’t have anything 

close to comparable.

2. Westport has among other things the Levitt Pavilion. Wilton doesn’t have an open-air pavilion. 

3. Bradley Park is over 80 acres almost in the center of town, but has only conservation trails, no amenities at all. The Park is 

also not well maintained, and there doesn’t seem to be much usage.

4. The Town Forest is nice, but doesn’t seem to have any trails. It would be more interesting if there were some, even those like 

Cranbury Park in Norwalk. Again, there doesn’t seem to be much usage. And why does Wilton need two undeveloped parks – 

Bradley and the Town Forest, in addition to all the Land Trust’s holdings?

5. Schenck’s Island is just starting to be developed, and the town doesn’t seem to have any plans to fund the development. 

Developing that attractively would be a big draw into Wilton Center, as well as a draw for the younger people we want on 

Danbury road, but if we wait for private contributions to do it, I think we could wait a long time.

6. Wilton needs a dog park. Norwalk has Cranbury, New Canaan has one at Waveny, Ridgefield has one (which should be better 

maintained), Weston has one, but Wilton doesn’t. Such a park would invite dog-owners to meet other residents, and would 

keep people here rather than going through another town’s commercial area. 

7. Allens Meadow is just a baseball field and 4 other large fields plus two small fields. Again, no amenities, no shade, no 

benches or chairs (most of which should be shaded), no buildings, little landscaping This might also be a good place for a town 

pool ,

8. Wilton has to be focused on more than just conservation and open space. My impression is that we have plenty of walking 

trails and ‘passive recreation areas’. These are nice, but are of little value in building the ‘diverse community’ that the POCD 

envisions.

9. Properly equipped playgrounds away from schoolgrounds are an excellent idea. I think Schencke’s island could support a 

playground like that, and it would draw people into the town center. 

10. Parks should be designed with more shade trees and seating places under the shade trees. Look at a New York City park. 

Even small ones have multiple paths traversing them, and quite a lot of seating with most of it under shade. 

11. I think the Land Trust has an option on 183 Ridgefield Road, which expires in December (I think). If they can’t raise the 

funds, does the Town have any plans to acquire it? If not, I think some effort should be made to find a developer with a plan 

acceptable to the Town population. And if the Land Trust does acquire it, I would be very disappointed to have it turned into 

another unmanaged area with just walking trails and passive recreation areas. 



Commenter Name Date Comment

Peter W Squitieri 31-Jul-19

It’s difficult to see how a toll on Rte. 15 or 95 is going to increase internal traffic in Wilton, which doesn’t come anywhere near 

those roads. It would be foolish, for example, to use Rte. 106 to avoid a 25 cent toll between exit 39 and exit 36 on rte. 15. It 

would be more foolish to take local Wilton roads to avoid any Turnpike tolls. I think the impact of tolls on traffic flow is greatly 

exaggerated.

Peter W Squitieri 31-Jul-19

I think the CDOT suggested a roundabout at Belden Hill and Rte. 106, and it was roundly rejected by nearby residents, who 

claimed that solving the problems on Route 7 would eliminate the congestion. That’s not a convincing argument, because 

about 10,000 cars a day hit that intersection, and it would be catastrophic to add even half those cars to Rte. 7. Improving this 

intersection needs to be done. 

Peter W Squitieri 31-Jul-19
I’ve seen traffic on Rte. 33 that was considerably worse than any I’ve seen on Rte. 7. I think the intersections and Rte. 53 and 

the left turn onto Rte. 7 need to be evaluated and improved.

Peter W Squitieri 31-Jul-19
I don’t see references to other Government funding sources. I think pursuing those sources should be part of the 

implementation plan.

Peter W Squitieri 31-Jul-19

I think the Implementation plan, while carefully thought out, is monumental. I understand that prior POCDs were not fulfilled 

because of loss of momentum, and if this one is going to work it needs more commitment. For example, as I mentioned, PZC is 

the lead on 24 short-term tasks, and the lead on 27 medium-term and ongoing tasks. I’m sure other entities are overloaded 

with tasks as well. Here are some suggestions:

• The Plan Implementation committee has too many constituents to be effective. There should either be an executive sub-

committee or a separate committee which is charged with keeping the plan moving. It should meet monthly, and issue reports 

to the Plan Implementation committee either quarterly or semi-annually. 

• The PZC has to meet more often that once a month to keep up with its tasks. I would suggest once a week, but at least semi-

monthly. 

• Other entities as well, such as the BOS, may need to meet more frequently to keep on track. 

• Finally, once the POCD is adopted there should be limited public input and participation in decision making, otherwise that 

decision making could go on forever.



Commenter Name Date Comment

Alice Snyder 26-Jul-19

The property at 444 Danbury Road should be zoned GB - General Business - and provision for this must be stated in the POCD. 

This property - 444 Danbury Road - is situated between Route 7 and the railroad station - and is at this point in time onerous as 

an adaptive use zone, ineffectual as such and certainly not capable of being remunerative in the context of the adaptive use 

zone's restrictiveness. Saliently, the property at 444 Danbury Road abuts the train station and is absolutely well-situated for 

uses other than the adaptive use. Its location abutting he railroad station should therefore be another factor determinative of 

the appropriate zone for the property. How best might this property be utilized for the community's needs?

The adaptive use was, many felt at the time of its inception, a compromise wrought by Marilyn Gould as against total 

commercial zoning that is, in fact, appropriate for this property at 444 Danbury Road, and perhaps others in the immediate 

Cannondale district.

While the Adaptive Use Zone may be appropriate for the Route 7 homes north of my address, at this address, 444 Danbury 

Road, the zone must be zoned BG - General Business. I respectfully submit my input hereinabove and hope the intent to make 

the zone change to GB for this property will be duly noted and clearly stated in the POCD.

Steven Georgio 18-Jul-19 Expressed concern that its character be preserved and not developed like the lower Danbury Road area of Town

Sara Curtis 18-Jul-19
Wanted clarification/guidance in connection with the Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) process going forward, at which 

point Mr. Lawrence reviewed the public comment/feedback process and future timeframe for final approval.

Patrice Gillespie 18-Jul-19

Referenced the upcoming State POCD, which will be adopted sometime in the next few years, and she questioned whether the 

Town could amend its POCD after the State POCD is adopted in order to bring it more into compliance with State 

guidelines/objectives.  In particular, she cited growth management principles, energy security/resilience, renewable energy 

installations, and long-term power outage advice/recommendations. 

Pat Walsh 18-Jul-19 Expressed concern with recent guard rail installations in the area of Wild Duck Road

Roxanne Witke 18-Jul-19

Expressed the same concern, referencing extraction of the old wooden post rails and installation of metal replacement 

materials.  She felt that the Town should endeavor to preserve its rural character.  Expressed the same concern, referencing 

extraction of the old wooden post rails and installation of metal replacement materials.  She felt that the Town should 

endeavor to preserve its rural character.  

Mary Rossi 18-Jul-19

Referenced page 72 of the POCD draft document regarding potential infill development on Town-owned property such as the 

Gilbert & Bennett School.  She advised/cautioned that the 5 acres that the school sits on are part of the historic district and 

cannot be touched.
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Sherry McReynolds 18-Jul-19 Referenced the last bullet point on page 29 of the document regarding conservation subdivision regulations.  

Mark Gressle 18-Jul-19

Felt that the document could make a stronger statement with respect to sharing of services, citing the Georgetown area as a 

particular opportunity.  He cited water as a growing concern and encouraged future monitoring of same.  He urged the Town 

to explore the use of the tax code in the interest of historical structure preservation, and he urged a stronger statement about 

pursuing opportunities to cut down rail commutation times.

Bill Lawlor 18-Jul-19
Thanked the Commission for its efforts and the excellent job it performed, and he expressed support for the Board of 

Selectmen’s comments.

Marci Sternheim 18-Jul-19
Questioned whether the Commission had carefully considered the ordering of its 3 main themes/vision-oriented goals around 

which the POCD document is constructed

Vicky Mavis 18-Jul-19

Felt that the focus should be on what brings the Town forward in a meaningful fashion and what is going to keep people here.  

She expressed a number of concerns with respect to proposed State legislation, including tolls, school regionalization, 

expansion of the 8-30g mandate, historic structures, etc., and she felt that the foregoing issues should be mentioned as specific 

future challenges faced by the Town.  She cited a disconnect in some of the data provided by Milone and MacBroom, 

particularly with respect to demographic statistics and median household income measures and noted that the maps could be 

clearer.  She encouraged the use of tabs to facilitate the use/reading of the document and she felt that the 2029 reference is 

misleading and should be revised to 2019.

Florence Johnson 18-Jul-19

Asked for clarification regarding floating zones in connection with the Town’s affordable housing regulations; She expressed 

concern that high density development be managed carefully so as not to mar the character of certain areas of Town, 

particularly the Cannondale area.  Referencing the “Plan Implementation Committee” cited on page 59, she urged a more 

concrete statement as to how the public will be engaged and have a meaningful voice in the process.  She felt that the Town 

needs to more clearly balance the conflicting interests of higher density development with storm water management/runoff.  

She encouraged consideration of uses that can be employed in flood zones, as well as staying focused on water quality issues.

Peter Squitieri 18-Jul-19

Referenced 51 future P&Z tasks that are cited in the POCD document, 25 of which are short-term, and he questioned how such 

a large workload would be prioritized.  He noted a number of references in the document to form-based zoning, as opposed 

traditional land-use zoning, and encouraged the Town’s pursuit of same, but questioned whether the Town has any expertise 

in implementing such a strategy.  He expressed concern that parklands in Town are not developed enough.

Florence Johnson 18-Jul-19
Encouraged the formation of a community focus group to develop ideas that will bring vitality to key areas of the Town.  She 

expressed concern about the risks of parcel consolidation as referenced on page 68 of the document.
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Sara Curtis 18-Jul-19

Encouraged a “less is more” approach to the document to make it more user-friendly, including modifications to punctuation 

and a more simplified sentence construction to make it a crisper read.  She felt that there was an imbalance among some of 

the document sections with respect to data points/references, with some areas containing too much generalization particularly 

with respect to historical dates.  She felt that the areas of transportation and infrastructure seemed weak and the 

implementation section was very confusing.  Under natural resources, she cited a particular lack of reference to inland 

wetlands areas in Town.  Under implementation, she questioned the lack of reference to the library and also the health 

department, as well as health and human resources, as cooperating partners in this endeavor.  She urged more focus on 

chemical use by the Town/Department of Public Works in the maintenance/upkeep of Town fields.  She felt that the language 

of “encouragement” utilized throughout the document should be strengthened via stronger verbiage/direction and, as a 

further example of same, she urged the Town to not just “consider” but rather “ensure” best practices wherever possible.

Barbara Geddis-Wooten 18-Jul-19

Stated that the document should be scaleable, executable, and measurable yearly.  She encouraged the Town to follow 

through with changes to the zoning map, revision of text regulations where necessary, and the master plan, noting further that 

the recent proposal for an Architectural Review Board was a step in the right direction.  She felt that the #1 priority in Town is 

Wilton Center and not the Town Hall complex.  She did not feel that a housing commission/committee needs to be added to 

the existing government structure, and she encouraged development of historic districts in Town from both an economic 

development perspective as well as a way to promote the Town’s brand.

Alissa Brady 17-Jul-19

We have a SERIOUS traffic problem on Belden Hill Road that needs to be addressed. It intrigues me that the plan seeks to get 

traffic from Rte 7 into Wilton Center, but there is no mention of how to get traffic that should STAY on Rte 7 off Belden Hill 

Road and other residentially-zoned roads. I see that your plan marks the intersection of Belden Hill with Wolfpit/Rte 106 as 

needing an upgrade. This intersection is an historical place in Wilton known as Gilbert Corners. During the American 

Revolution, the “Red Coats” marched from Ridgefield back to Long Island Sound on Belden Hill Road. Why is this town ignoring 

this history? Instead it allows Belden Hill Road to be treated like a street in lower Manhattan, complete with honking horns, 

reckless turns, and other traffic violations. Why are we trying to allow MORE traffic to flow through this intersection?   

Please address this as part of your plan. Stop the “cut through drivers” on Belden Hill and Chestnut Hill Roads. Put a few police 

officers to write tickets for violations that we see EVERY day - speeding, texting while driving, etc.   Please finish the widening of 

Route 7 to make it the main way for non-Wilton residents to get through town. And by all means, bring them through Wilton 

Center too. Just please off Belden Hill Road.

p.s. I like the rest of the plan very much!  Especially more affordable housing.   We would love to move my mom into town so 

we can keep an eye on her but allow her to retain her independence.   She doesn’t need a 3000 SF home with 2 acres at this 

stage in her life, and $2300/month to rent an apartment is just absurd.

Keep up the great work!



Commenter Name Date Comment

 Owner for 23 years of a home on Main St., Georgetown, Redding.  I vote as a property owner in Redding, pay Redding 

property taxes as well as quarterly sewer taxes and a yearly Georgetown Fire District Tax. Because of my home in the 

Silvermine section of Wilton, I have not applied for the Redding Tax Benefit for Seniors.

My husband and I have found this POCD process interesting and have been paying attention even though we have not been 

able to attend as many meetings recently.

For your consideration - 

POCD Draft - Georgetown - Pages 70 and 71

Sewer - When I bought my house on Main St. 23 years ago, there was already a state mandated sewer system on Main St. and 

Old Mill Rd.  I assumed both the capital costs of the sewer and the quarterly fees. The sewer was upgraded a second time to 

allow for build out in the area, and a third time by the Meadow Ridge Complex. Recently, sewer equipment was replaced and 

updated.The civic group, Georgetown Village Restoration, Inc.( GVRI) originally came together around the sewer issue and  it 

continues to be a focus of the group's attention.  

Georgetown Cultural Center - the draft uses the Gilbert and Bennett School label. It should at least use the word former.  I was 

initially and continue to be supportive of the current use of this building and recommend that it continue for the forseable 

future. I and several other Board members of Georgetown Village Restoration, Inc. (GVRI) toured the building when it was first 

leased to the Georgetown Association. So I and others  are witnesses to the incredible care and "sweat equity" that has 

produced the attractive, productive, and community centered building we have today.  

POCD Draft - 2011 Town Senior Survey - Page 46

The Town Senior Survey results were presented to an interested group of citizens and some town officials in the summer of 

2011. Then, First Selectman Bill Brennan was present. Later, there was a Board of Selectmen discussion about putting the Town 

Senior Survey on the agenda that fall. However, a retiring Bd. of Selectman member recommended waiting for the new Board 

of Selectmen in 2012. The Town Senior Survey then disappeared until it reappeared in this draft. However, because this survey 

is now eight years old and many changes have happened within the senior population since,  I question the relevance of 

carrying it forward in this latest POCD draft.                                 

Barbara Holdridge 17-Jun-19
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Ross Tartell 17-Jun-19

First, I want to congratulate you on a job well done. This latest version of the POCD is clear, well organized, thoughtful and 

reflects the enormous amount of hard work and community dialogue. I do have some thoughts and suggestions. But I hope you 

will take them within the context of my very high regard for this work product.

First a couple of nitpicks that I think need to be addressed:

Bus shelters and bus stops. There are no shelters at any bus stop. I believe that people deserve to have a place to stand when 

the weather is inclement. There are virtually no marked bus stops anywhere in Wilton. For example, at the commuter lot at 

Wolf[put and Route 7 by the NRVT, people regularly get on the bus – but there is no marked bus stop. I talked to the bus driver 

who noted that there were a few stops in south Wilton, but bus drivers generally know where to stop to get passengers and 

they will stop when someone waves at them to stop. As the number of assisted living facilities increases, it is likely that the 

number of mass transit users who work in those facilities will also increase. We should make it reliable, easy and pleasant to 

get to work

Sidewalks on route 7 in South Wilton. I am a jogger who has tried to run from Grumman Hill Road to the NRVT. There is not a 

good pedestrian path between the two spots. I once was pinned against the hill in between Brookdale and Wilton Road (I was 

on the Northbound side). A sidewalk on at least one side of the road connecting with the sidewalk would be useful, and help 

make Wilton more pedestrian friendly. (see page 3- in the plan)

Improved train service. This was a huge issue in the last state campaign. Improving train service would help with traffic and 

make Wilton much more enticing as a bedroom community by providing easier access to New York City (where there is 

enormous job growth).

Pedestrian crossing at Route 33 and Chestnut Hill intersection. There are signs that prohibit pedestrian from crossing route 33 

at the corner of routes 33 & 53. If you want to make the town more enticing to pedestrians, bikes, etc., we need a pedestrian 

crossing.
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Ross Tartell 17-Jun-19

Vision – the components of what will make Wilton wonderful are outlined in the report. But I did not see something that 

outlined what would make Wilton rise above its peers and give a sense of the most critical factors that are central to Wilton as 

a great town in the future. The five components are well written, but I would have liked to see more in terms of priorities. I am 

concerned that the large number of actions will create problems in regard to setting priorities for action.

As I read the report – I wanted to see some linkage to the town’s objectives in regard to safety, schools, etc.

Wilton has an enormous number of volunteer organizations that support the town at no cost to the town – and they cover the 

full gamut of activities. They range from independent institutions like the library, historical society, the Wilton religious 

institutions and the “Y,” to clubs like Rotary, Kiwanis, women’s club, sports organizations and then include small focused 

groups like the scouts, leagues and the Pollinators. The question is how to best take advantage of these volunteer 

organizations to drive the development and key strategies that will impact Wilton’s future.

The report also focuses a great deal of attention on housing. This will be critical to Wilton’s future and how Wilton created the 

types of housing necessary to attract the Millennials who are just starting families will be crucial to Wilton’s future success. I 

also worry that the town is losing the necessary flexibility to allocate available space for low income housing.

Finally, I am unsure where this fits, but the addition of the Hindu Temple and the addition of the addition of the Church being 

bult by the Church of the Latter Day Saints will attract a new diverse population to town. I expect that will lead to a bifurcation 

of the population: more residents over the age of 65 and a significant growth in those who are younger with children at home.
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July 17, 2019 

 

Town of Wilton Planning and Zoning Commission 

C/o Robert J. Nerney, Director of Planning & Land Use Management 

Wilton Town Annex Building 

238 Danbury Road 

Wilton, CT. 06897 

 

Re: POCD Comments via email 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Introduction 

I read the POCD with the idea to mark up every page for your use. This ambitious idea 

was thwarted when I found the ponderous and repetitive document really hard to 

convert into a word format anyone could use. I tried for a while. There are lots of 

fragments of good sections to be sure. There are also maddeningly repetitive sections. 

There are also some statements where I do not believe there is consensus. I do have this 

marked up tome available if anyone wants it.  It is a very large file. Even when I put it 

back into a pdf, it is not easy to email. 

As always, I want the overall vision first, second and third as an SWOT: What we want, 

what is in our way to achieve, what are our unique strengths? The POCD has a rigid 

format that requires repetition and re-stating. This may be the way it has always been 

done and Milone and MacBroome may have had no choice, However, it weakens its 

direct usability and impact. 

Then, I went back and re-read the many memos I already sent you in May 2018 on the 

draft POCD and a later memo I co –wrote with Laura Parese on concepts for 

Cannondale station. There are still some great ideas for land use change in those 

memos not mentioned at all in the POCD. You all have them in your files. If you do not 

and anyone has any interest, I will re-send. 

As is always, my message is intended to be positive: Wilton is an exquisite place with 

uncommon natural resources and a surprising balance of work places and great places 

to live. There is no question that P and Z is making many positive steps on historic 

resources in particular and in valuing and promulgating stronger design review. There 

are some big issues ahead: re-writing good chunks of text and revising the underlying 

maps. A good conversation about form-based zoning has begun, and this is a different 

paradigm to what we have.  So good things are happening with the POCD not 

causative, but parallel. 
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One would hope, however, that a POCD should be an executable document. What I 

mean is we should have very specific takeaways based on new insights from the data. 

As we all know, a committee cannot edit. Just re-watch the film 1776 when Adams and 

Franklin had to back off Jefferson for a while so he could write the Declaration. It was a 

painful process. Perhaps, had they been able to get Abigail Adams down from 

Massachusetts, the declaration might have been drafted more quickly! 

“New” Insights and Weaknesses: 

1. The “data” in the document in many cases in not current and the reliability of 

small sampling makes me very nervous.  I start marking this up, and then I just 

stopped. A lot has changed since 2016. This has to be fixed since we are 

publishing this late in 2019.  It was truly raising my anxiety. This could be much 

more helpful and needs fixing on the economic data, on the grand list and trens, 

 

2. I am very interested in peer town data. Specific information-not anecdotal. There 

are several places this would help a lot. We are a stone’s throw from Weston, 

Redding, Ridgefield, Norwalk and Westport. How are we different from these? 

There is not enough here, 

 

3. The maps of resources should be convincing. They are not. They should be 

centerpiece exhibits.   

 

As I have also said many times and this language is in the POCD, we have not 

connected the land use dots.  

 

Our zoning map really needs an overhaul. It does not say this anywhere I found.  

 

Danbury Road needs to be comprehensively discussed. As I faithfully attend P 

and Z meetings, where Danbury Road occupies a fair bit of everyone’s time, the 

zone’s limitations are challenged again and again. Unless I have missed 

something, there have not been any applications at all within Wilton Center 

proper. What does that tell us? It is strangely invisible with no market visibility at 

the moment.     

Specific takeaways:  

1. Some recommendations with which I strongly disagree in the POCD: 

The Town Hall is NOT the number one priority. The community is not going to 

support a giant capital outlay on this. 

 

 I have said and urge town offices to move off the castle on the hill and go into 

Wilton Center. Wilton Center should be the number one priority. If you want it to 
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span permanently over Route 7/Danbury Road, then change the zone and 

expand it. If you do not want to do this, then rezone Wilton Center in its entirety 

for different density if amenities are provided. 

 

2. I disagree about the market “buckets” for different types of housing. There is NO 

equivalency between young professional housing and senior housing. It is just not 

true.  I can assure you these “groups” which are as diverse internally as one 

could imagine have very little in common. Another misconception is that 

“assisted living” is housing. It is in some jurisdictions an institutional use. Even NYC 

changed its zoning in 2016 to reclassify assisted living with institutional uses. 

 

3. I just do not agree that we can ever manage the numbers cited to be required 

for affordable housing. Other towns are in the very same situation.  The mandate 

in our economically deteriorating state is really out of touch with our reality in 

Fairfield County. There is a much larger issue here way outside our control. I also 

strongly disagree that housing which is affordable all has to be rentals. I think this 

is wrong for Wilton. 

 

4. The average commute of something like 38 minute is really not good at all. Who 

knows how the tolls will affect this? I think more employers within Wilton would be 

fantastic. The commute is pretty terrible south no matter where you go. The 

commute east and north is fine. The train commute has become longer too. 

Metro North admitted the obvious: the trains today from out here are slower than 

they have been in the last decade.  

 

5. I think that we should understand the enforcement differences between a 

National Historic District (we have two in Wilton Center and Cannondale) and a 

National Register Building like the Tavern. The boundaries should be cleared up. 

The role of local P and Z should be understood and the role of State SHPO. As I 

found recently in Bridgeport on a register property, National designation has no 

protection nor any review if no public funds are being sought. This is important if 

the town sought to create another historic district locally even where it failed a 

few years ago. 

 

6. I am very much in favor of making scenic road designation streamlined and 

desirable. Having explored it last year, at the moment, it is daunting and 

protracted. The POCD notes this in one small observation. P and Z should be 

aware of this. It is a very helpful land use tool. 

 

7. The term incentivizing is growing in use within P and Z. This deserves more 

attention in the POCD. I think this is a wide and deep area of innovation: 
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• Including the river walk ideas 

• Including outdoor dining near the river 

• Including connecting to the NRVT 

• Including historic re-use 

• Including train station walkability. 

• Including crossing  Danbury Road 

• Including bikeways not in the road 

Missing Concepts Based on our town’s strengths: 

Home Ownership: I do agree that Home ownership is our major asset. Home 

ownership in different kinds of smaller homes - not apartments – has some unique 

potential. 

Our high number of work from home people could be turned into one of our 

major assets. One of our son’s works for a Greenwich company that just took we-

work space in Manhattan. I like the idea of we-work space in Wilton Center.  

I also like the idea of small homes or larger homes that permit office space as of 

right in certain zones too. 

 

I do like the idea of different kinds of condo owned homes that might be 

created around historic assets.  I think there is a market for unique homes near 

the train stations. Not apartment rentals with ground floor retail. Near my office in 

Southport Village, after a disastrous start and the real estate crash, the attached 

homes at Southport Green are now beginning to thrive and invigorating 

adjacent uses at long last including Equinox, Artisan and Gray Goose restaurants.  

Professional offices have moved in to local historic buildings too. The prices 

dropped precipitously, and some big home people have small homes, and 

some second generation commuters live here too. There is an active pre-dawn 

crowd and an active late night crowd. 

 

If people are interested in our mill town history and the NYC Chelsea and Ladies 

Mile residential loft conversions, see if any we work ideas could include live and 

work combinations.  

The River: As I have said so many times, we need incentives for a Riverfront 

zoning. As I wrote to you before, “Follow the river, map it and celebrate it as an 

asset. Provide zoning incentives for river’s side and river edge developments.” It is 

not just about the wonderful NRVT. The brilliant Schoolhouse restaurant tries to 

seat patrons on a little edge of the river on better nights. I have tried to walk the 

river edge north a few times starting near the 33 bridge.  
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Ground floor retail with housing above is only one mode of mixed use and not 

really that relevant in Connecticut in 2019 plus.  

At the same time, though there are a theatre and several decent restaurants, 

there is very little street life at night in Wilton Center.  Three or four decent 

restaurants are basically in the Stop and Shop parking lot.  That parking lot is our 

“downtown.” That can be improved a lot. 

The Green: As a New Englander, our town “green’ is maddeningly tiny and not 

bounded by any historical, civic or booming economic neighbors.  I will say 

again why cannot some town offices be located in the town green building? The 

Town green is not even listed as one of our green spaces. Yet we faithfully stage 

many successful events here. Someone must want to steward its enhancement. 

Danbury Road, as said before, is a mega division of the town. We have to deal 

with this land use policy proactively.  This is hardly mentioned except for the non 

funded pedestrian bridge over 33. It is a tremendous difficulty for land use. We 

have to fix this. I have the sense some do not care as long as it goes on Danbury 

Road and does not bother anyone else. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

There is so much potential for good in Wilton, but I want more specific direct and 

achievable goals. We could use in the POCD a summary of no more than five (5) major 

actions we could truly achieve within 2-5 years, which would be transformative. 

 

Best, 

 

Barbara L. Geddis Wooten, FAIA 

296 Cannon Road 

Wilton, CT 06897 

Cell 203 820 3493 

Office 203 256 8700 
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Chauncey O. Johnston 17-Jun-19

The plan for Wilton's future should be first focused on the economic development in the town. It is critical that we prioritize 

this as a “must do” because the ever increasing cost is falling on the home owner in the form of increased taxes, and the mill 

rates upward direction. We need to focus on the potential for office space, and rental apartments, condos, or a combination of 

both.. RT 7 through Wilton is now a 4 lane road, as we all know. This gives us also an opportunity to offer potential 

development of office space, both for commercial business and medical facilities. A connection of the east side of the Norwalk 

River to the west side would create an avenue for office workers to cross into town, as well as apartment owners to do the 

same. The town should explore the potential for giving some benefit to attract business such as a tax reduction for a set 

number of years. I do not know if the Cannondale Bike situation met the requirements put on them, but it was a start. 

The ice rink potential is also an excellent idea. Youth hockey has been a fast growing sport all over Fairfield county. In my own 

experience the charges for “ice time” is very high, and there is a big demand for more rinks. Norwalk, Danbury and Darien have 

rinks that attract teams , but the scheduling of games is difficult due to demand. Teams from numerous towns in the county 

travel quite a distance for games. An ice rink can also have other recreational opportunities inside, as well as room for a 

restaurant ,if it is planned properly. The opportunity to invest in a rink would be strong, and the location could draw more 

people into town. After looking at the results of the survey, there is an obvious interest in the schools by a demographic of 

residents who are in the years that one would expect that to be the case. However going forward it will be a burden to support 

all town services, and home investment also includes looking at the total cost. At the end of the day, it is obvious from the real 

estate reports that we have an over supply of homes, and it is not getting any better.

The bottom line for me is the need previously expressed ‘You can’t do business from an empty wagon”



Commenter Name Date Comment

I would like to submit the following comments and observations below for the Public Comment Period for the 2029 POCD Draft 

that was issued on May 7, 2019. Due to the number of comments I would like to submit by email versus by public hearing on 

July 18th, 2019. Comments are provided by page numbers for ease of reference:

Page 16:  South Norwalk Reservoir mislabeled as City Lake Reservoir. Old South Norwalk Reservoir missing. Add page note on 

plans as to what the definition of impaired areas are and how to improve water quality. In this example, this is on Page 31 and 

32. Or, move this plan to the "Natural and Historical Environment" section of the document.

Page 17: Silvermine Historic Area missing from South Wilton. Wilton Historic District No. 6 and 7 is not known as Georgetown? 

Isn't Woodcock Nature Center a "scenic resource"?

Page 19: Woodcock Nature Center and Ambler Farm missing as Community Facility. Are private schools a limited community 

facility?

Page 21: Writing that a town will be an "incubator of land-use ideas" when earlier in the document it was written that land is 

scarce in town is concerning. Is the town interested in an "anything goes" approach to development? The "incubator" term is 

often used in this manner. Perhaps a re-write of this to "innovations of existing land-uses" is more conservative while allowing 

for future articulation of this terminology.

Page 42: Objective 4.4. Add Wilton Playshop, Music on the Hill, Weir Farm, Cannon Grange. There are others, and it is not just 

the Library.

Page 53: "Public survey responses indicate that 78% of respondents do not believe, to one degree or an-other, that Wilton’s 

economic environment is thriving. This belief may be linked to the lack of recovery in residential property values over the last 

decade and larger regional and State eco-nomic and fiscal issues." Remove or reword "this belief may be" as it is based on 

speculation, not fact. Consider revising this sentence to include more identifying factors.

Rem Bigosinski 15-Jul-19



Commenter Name Date Comment

Page 55: "Consider developing a co-working or “makerspace” (like in Danbury and New Milford) at a publicly  accessible  

location,  perhaps  Comstock  or  the  Wilton  Public  Library  or  other  Town  building, to support entrepreneurship and new 

locally-owned businesses." Great idea, except for the possibility of including a noisy co-working space at a quiet 75% publicly-

funded Library. Let's be purposely vague here -- at a community center, other Town building or in a vacant privately owned 

building. Take a look at the recently completed Darien Crossing project which has realtor co-working space.

Page 77: "Cannondale Station and Wilton Station were both renovated in the last decade, though both sta-tions are owned by 

the State and have few, if any amenities and retail in the immediate vicinity." That's not entirely correct: Cannodale station has 

a solid amount of retail around it. You've got The Schoolhouse, an antique store, a B&B(in operation?), a country store, and the 

Cannon Grange isn't too far either.

Page 78, Objective 5.2. There is also the Blue-Blazed Hiking Trails initiative. The closest one to Wilton is at Devil's Den. Perhaps 

there's opportunities to extend this 800 mile long trail system into town.

Page 89: General Observation -- Wi-Fi calling can dramatically increase cellular reception and call quality. This something the 

town could pursue if cellular towers are difficult to construct.

Page 114, Index 1.2.6 - Potential tie-in here with Town Campus renovation; for example housing for fire, police, public works 

employees who need to be on-call all hours

Page 118, Index 3.4.6. P&Z/PZC should support.

Page 122, Index 1.2.4. PZC & future ARB need to part of this conversation, definitely support. Is there a townwide streetscape 

design standard? 

Page 125, Objective 3.1 - future ARB should support

Page 126, Objective 4.1 - consider using data/support from WestCOG. They are finalizing a regional POCD.

15-Jul-19Rem Bigosinski
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Rem Bigosinski 15-Jul-19

Page 127, Index 5.1.2 - a Town-wide streetscape design/policy could assist with traffic calming -- add P&Z, PZC in support

Page 127, Index 5.1.3 - Glad to see this is still going forward. A roundabout would do wonders.

Page 127, Index 5.1.5 - Can we consider electrical line burial for more roads in town? This would help reduce outages - our 

region is projected to have more severe storms due to climate change in the coming decades

Page 128, Index 5.2.1 - Again, I'm sure DPW has the best of intentions, but they are engineers at heart, not designers. You need 

design review on this. 

Page 128, Index 5.2.2 - Need design review as well -- too often municipalities install the wrong kind of light - amend this to 

energy-efficient, Dark Sky compliant lighting. The Complete Streets Design should fall under this

Page 129, Objective 5.2 - General observation - I would like to see more emphasis placed on dedicated bikelines versus shared; 

the latter causes vehicular traffic delays and decreases public safety significantly. The more *shared* bikelanes that you 

implement, the greater the possibility of bike-related fatalities.

Page 129, Index 5.3.5 - P&Z/PZC needs to support to make sure it is conducive to POCD plan

Page 130, Objective 5.4 - Add note about adding Level 2 & Level 3 EV charging stations and provide incentives for local 

businesses to install them. BOS, EDC to lead. Wilton Chamber of Commerce, PZC to support.

Page 133, Objective 7.2 - Implement a "net-positive" initiative for all town buildings under the guidelines of Living Building 

Challenge (ideal) or LEED (less ideal) -- for renovations/alterations and for new construction. Set a timeline for stage 

completion that future BOS administrations need to follow. Building Department & BOS to lead. CC, P&Z, PZC, DPW, WGG to 

support.
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Rem Bigosinski 15-Jul-19

Page 127, Index 5.1.2 - a Town-wide streetscape design/policy could assist with traffic calming -- add P&Z, PZC in support

Page 127, Index 5.1.3 - Glad to see this is still going forward. A roundabout would do wonders.

Kevin Czarnecki 18-Jun-19

The 2010 plan had a note to: "Ensure that Fire Station 2 continues to serve Western Wilton" Due to the importance of this 

Town Building (707 Ridgefield Road) providing fire and emergency medical service to Northern Wilton could a similar line be 

placed in the latest revised plan? Thank you for your consideration

Michael Foster 6-Jun-19

I am the Treasurer of the Wilton Land Conservation Trust.

We have recently finished an audit of all the open space properties the WLCT owns as fee title and also those that we manage 

under conservation easements. 

These numbers seem to differ from those in the Draft POCD.

Here are the accurate numbers today:

- WLCT Fee Title= 93 parcels totaling 434 acres

- Private parcels under WLCT conservation easement= 17 parcels totaling 285 acres

- Town Owned parcels under joint WLCT and Town management of conservation= 5 parcels      	totaling 112 acres

This is a grand total for the WLCT of 115 parcels totaling 831 acres. 

I hope this is helpful as you finalize this POCD- Thank you for this great report. 

Brian McKay 9-May-19

I have a question about the Future Land Use Plan. Looking at the map on page 96 the east side of Horseshoe Road is 

designated as “Greater Wilton Center” and the West side is designated as “Residential Low Density”. Why is that the case? 

Shouldn’t all of Horseshoe Road be either “Greater Wilton Center” or “Residential Low Density”?
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Shirin Dorne 24-May-19

I have a thought regarding getting more non Wiltonians into town.  Unfortunately I think we need a chain store to get more 

people here.  When someone wants to go to the Apple Store they look up the locations and choose one to go to.  Nobody 

outside of Wilton is looking up where the closest Scoops Ice Cream Shop is because nobody outside of Wilton even knows 

about it.  We used to have the Gap in Wilton town center and it was disappointing to lose that.  Some ideas: Clothing store, 

shoes, chain restaurant (sorry) Chipotle or Baja Fresh, we don't have anything like that.  Another idea is a dog park which I 

know a lot of people have brought up before.  Or, a bigger chain store on Danbury Rd but that of course would add traffic.  

Ideas are: Walgreens, Trader Joes, Target...

This is a great restaurant that would be a welcome addition.  It's a chain but still feels local

https://www.firstwatch.com/

If something big opens up in Wilton but not in town the Wilton Chamber of Commerce can offer a coupon at the new store 

(Target for example).  The coupon says show your Target receipt and get 10% off at any (or a list of) shops in Wilton Town.  Just 

to get people there, nobody even knows it there.  

Also a question- from the map on page 99 it looks like Saddle Ridge Rd has water service.  Is this right or maybe I'm reading the 

map incorrectly.

Nicola Davies 13-May-19

Hello.

Page 53 lists 'Town of Wilton Principal employers'. Why is the school district absent from this list?

Regards
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